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Jsaiah 33:22
“For the LORD is eur judge, the
LORD is eur bawgiver, the LORD
is our Ring; fe will save us.”

Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed

“11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of hi
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12 That we should be to the praise of his glo
trusted in Christ. 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gos
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of
the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession
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LORD is eur bawgiver, the LORD
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed

In this passage Paul shows us the awesome and wonderful potential of Christian believers. That for whic
person in one way or another yearns, the Christian already possesses or is one day assured of posse
apostle gives us a glimpse of the glorious blessings God has planned for and promised to thos
Him through His Son, Jesus Christ.

It is a human nature to break promises. Governments make and break promis
make and break promises. Employers and employees, preachers and chur
husbands and wives, and friends and relatives all make promises to
are made with the best of intentions, and some are made to d
both making and receiving promises that, for whatever re

We can be eternally thankful that God’s promi
promises Paul mentions here that our he
but absolute and certain. As the wri
Abraham, every believer shoul
(Romans 4:21). Ours is a
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed

At the completion of this longest sentence in the Bible (Ephesians 1:3-14), in which Paul pours out his h
praise to God for His immeasurable grace, he presents to us the Father’s guarantee of His divine pr
children. They are certain to receive the full undiminished inheritance of Jesus Christ. Just as
blessed “with every spiritual blessing,” chosen “in Him before the foundation of the wor
adoption as sons,” given redemption through His blood,” and shown the mystery o
9) — so we have also obtained an inheritance.

Our inheritance is the aspect of salvation which is primarily future.
world or time existed; we have been redeemed in this presen

inheritance in the ages to come, when we enter fully int

Here we are shown the ground, the guarante
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The Ground of Our Inheritance

“11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpo
worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 12 That we should be to the praise of hi
trusted in Christ. 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, t
in whom also after that ye believed,”
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Ground of Our Inheritance

In Him fits more appropriately at the beginning of verse 11 than at the end of verse 10. But in either place the
refers to Jesus Christ (v. 10), who is the ground or source of our divine inheritance. Apart from Jesus Chri
and eternal ting a person can receive from God is condemnation. God bestows sunshine, rain, and
all men, the righteous and unrighteous alike (Matthew 3:45). But His spiritual blessings are bes
Him (Ephesians 1:1, 3-4, 6-7, 10). “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other
given among men, by which we must be save” (Acts 4:12).

In Romans 6, Paul gives the spiritual biography of every believer. “Do you
baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?” (v. 3).
Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was rai
might walk in newness of life. For if we have become unit
the likeness of His resurrection” (vv. 4-5). By a marve
the cross of Calvary, been nailed there spiritual
was crucified, buried, and raised for ever
because we shall see Him just as He i
image of His Son (Roman 8:29).
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Ground of Our Inheritance

We have obtained an inheritance translate a single compound word in the Greek (eklerothemen). When some
future was so certain that it could not possibly fail to happen, the Greeks would often speak of it as if it
(as here, where Paul uses the aorist passive indicative).

In chapter 2 Paul uses a similar Greek tense (aorist active indicative) to speak of God’s havi
heavenly places” (v. 6), although the apostle and those to whom he wrote had not
Their dwelling eternally with the Lord was just as certain as if they were already i

The passive form of the verb in 1:11a allows for two possible renderi
It can be translated “were made an inheritance” or, as here, h
that we, that is, believers, are Christ’s inheritance. Jesus r
(John 6:37, 39; 10:29; 17:2, 24, etc.). Jesus won us a
now belong to Him. “And they will be Mine," sa
3:17). From eternity past the Father plan
be given to His Son as a possession,
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Ground of Our Inheritance

Translated the other way, however, this word means just the opposite: it is believers, who receive
inheritance. Pete speaks of our having been “born again to a living hope through the resurre
from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will n
heaven for [us]” (1 Peter 1:3-4).

Both of the translations are therefore grammatically and theologically |
believers are spoken of as belonging to God, and He is spoken of
speaks of our being in Christ and of His being in us, of our bei
who joins himself to the Lord is one spirit with Him” (1
live as Christ” (Philippines 1:21).

The practical side of that truth is that, b
His life (1 John 2:6). We are to lov
sacrifice our own interests a
love our lives for others
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Ground of Our Inheritance

Although either rendering of eklerothemen can be supported, Paul’s emphasis in Ephesians 1:3-14
second translation more appropriate here: we have obtained an inheritance. Our inheritance
another of the amazing and magnificent blessings with which the Father has blessed us i
makes clear in verse 3, our inheritance includes “every spiritual blessing in the hea
Jesus Christ, believers inherit every promise God has ever made. Peter tells us
granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness” and “has grant
promises” (2 Peter 1:3-4). Paul says with absolute inclusiveness, “F
Him they are yes” (2 Corinthians 1:20).

Our every conceivable need is met by God’s gracio
promised peace, love, grace, wisdom, eternal li
righteousness, truth, fellowship with Go
other good thing that comes from
come; all things belong to you
Because we have been
We are “heirs of Go
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The Ground of Our Inheritance

Jesus Christ is therefore the ground of the inheritance that we have obtained. Paul first show
from the divine perspective and then from the human.
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The Ground of Our Inheritance - The Divine Perspective

being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel o
will: 12 That we should be to the praise of his glory
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Ground of Our Inheritance - The Divine Perspective

Our discussion here will follow the order of the Greek text of verse 12, in which (as reflected in t
Version) should to the praise of His glory precedes “who were the first to hope in Christ” (whi
discussed below in relation to the human perspective).

God'’s perspective on our inheritance in Christ is here shown in His predesti
preeminence.

God'’s predestination, having been predestined according to
because of what God chose to make us before any ma
elect sinner — thought vile, rebellious, useless, an
made as righteous as the One in whom the
before the foundation of the world, th
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The Ground of Our Inheritance - The Divine Perspective

William Hendriksen’s comment on this passage is helpful and concise:

Neither fate nor human merit determines our destiny. The benevolent purpose — that
faultless (verse 4), sons of God (verse 5), destined to glorify Him forever (verses
part of a larger, universe embracing plan. Not only did God make this plan t
ever take place in heaven, on earth, and in hell, past, present, and eve
and unbelievers, to angels and devils, to physical as well as the spi
large and small, He also wholly carries it out. His providence i

eternity. (New Testament Commentary: Exposition of
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Ground of Our Inheritance - The Divine Perspective

God’s power who works all things after the counsel of His will. Works is from enereo, from whic
English words as energy, energetic, and energize. God’s creating and energizing are one in Hi
When he spoke each part of the world into existence it began immediately to operate
planned it to do. Unlike the things we make, God’s creations do no have to be redesi
fueled, charged, and the like. They are not only created ready to function, b

Energizing is an indispensable part of His creative plan and work.
to be His children, citizens of His kingdom living in a foreign |
in heaven. He will bring all of that to pass both in life et
thing,” Paul declared, “that He who began a good
rapture and the Millenium)” (Philippines 1:6
the power necessary for his spiritual co
also make it work out.
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Ground of Our Inheritance - The Divine Perspective

God’s preeminence, should be to the praise of His glory. As mentioned in previous slides, this phr
verse twelve in the Greek text, and that order fits logically with what Paul has been saying ab
perspective on our inheritance. The Lord’s perspective and working are seen in the pre
and, as we see here, in His preeminence. Man is redeemed for the purpose of restori
marred by sin. Because God’s intention in creating men was that they should
image, salvation’s goal is creation’s goal. God desires creatures that will gi
displaying His glory. For that reason, He redeems men.

Scripture always presents salvation from God’s side, in 0
oriented society, God’s wanting exclusive credit se
of His greatness, themselves. The praise and
motives for wanting them are purely sin
deserving of it. His seeking glory is

Our predestined salvatio
they should be to t
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The Ground of Our Inheritance - The Human Perspective

who first trusted in Christ. 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, th
salvation: in whom also after that ye believed,
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Ground of Our Inheritance - The Human Perspective

In the Greek text this passage is continuous, the last part of verse 12 leading directly into verse 13.
the believer’s divine inheritance in Jesus Christ from our own human perspective. Throughou
tension between God'’s sovereignty and man’s will, a tension that, in his limited and im
is incapable of fully reconciling. As with all the other antinomies and paradoxes in
is to believe both sides of them without reservation, just as they are reveale
accord in God’s mind, and that knowledge should satisfy us.

Someone has pictured the divine and human sides of salvatio
see a sign that reads, “Whosoever will may come,” and
and read on the other side, “Chosen in Him before

Whatever God’s reasons for designing s
them. For the very reason that the
His presence as we stand in a
but further evidence th
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Ground of Our Inheritance - The Human Perspective

To the end that we who were first to hope in Christ is the first statement given here about the h
our divine inheritance in Christ. The Greek has a definite article before Christ, and a more li
hope in the Christ. The meaning is not changed but the definite article emphasizes the
it is in the one and only Savior, Jesus Christ. It also stresses the idea that the apos
Jewish believers were the first to receive the Messiah.

A rich factor in man’s believing the gospel is the hope he is given i
hope before belief in this passage, the chronological as well
context, however, hope is used primarily as a synonym
believe in Him.
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Ground of Our Inheritance - The Human Perspective

Therefore, Paul continues, In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of
— having also believed, ..... As the apostle explains in his letter to the Romans, “Faith comes f
hearing by the word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). Faith comes from a positive response to
the gospel (Galatians 1:6-9) — the good news that God has provided a way of salvati
of His Son, Jesus Christ. To “as many as received Him, to them He gave the ri
even to those who believe in His name” (John 1:12). Man-made system
works or both, not only do not lead to God but can become great
is through His Son. “For with he heart man believes, resulting i
resulting in salvation. For the Scripture says, ‘Whoever beli
11). Having also believed not only stresses how sal
using also.

Faith is man’s response to God’s el
In election God gives His promi
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The Guarantee of Our Inheritance

ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Guarantee of Our Inheritance

Men have always wanted assurances. Because the promises of other men are so often unreliabl
oaths, sworn affidavits, surety bonds, guarantees, warranties, and many other such means
that what is promised is received.

God'’s simple word should be sufficient for us, but His graciousness He mak
they were possible — by giving us His own guarantees. Here the Lord
with His pledge. This is reminiscent of Hebrews 6:13-18, in whic
confirms it with an oath to provide what the Holy Spirit calls
Christ.
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Guarantee of Our Inheritance — God’s Seal

Because we do not directly and immediately receive the fullness of all God’s promises when we fi
believe(since it is “reserved in heaven for us,” 1 Peter ":3-4), we may sometimes be tempted
salvation and wonder about the ultimate blessings that are supposed to accompany it.
life our redemption is not complete, because we still await “the redemption of o
(Romans 8:23). Because we have not yet received full possession of our inheri
or at least its greatness.

As one means of guaranteeing His promises to those who ha
HI with the Holy Spirit of promise. Every believer is give
Christ, “You are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if i
8:9). Conversely, he goes on to say, “If anyon
Incredibly, the body of every true Christi
6:19).
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Guarantee of Our Inheritance — God’s Seal

When a person becomes a Christian, the Holy Spirit takes up residence in his/het life. Life in Jesus
different because the Spirit of God is now within. He is there to empower us, equip us for mini
through the gifts He has given us. The Holy Spirit is our Helper and Advocate. He protec
also guarantees our inheritance in Jesus Christ. “The Spirit Himself bears witness wi
children of God, and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Spirit of God is our securing force, our guarantee.

The sealing of which Paul speaks here refers to an official ma
contract, or other important document. The seal usuall
document and then impressed with a signet ring.
the authority of the person to whom the sig

That is the idea behind our being s
in the believer signifies four pri
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Guarantee of Our Inheritance — God’s Seal

Security
In ancient times the seal of a king, prince, or noble represented security and inviolability. W

thrown into the lions’ den, King Darius, along with his nobles, placed their seals on th
entrance to the den, “so that nothing might be changed in regard to Daniel” (Da [
king who broke or disturbed the seal would likely have forfeited his life. In
was buried was sealed. Fearing that Jesus’ disciples might steal His bo
Jewish obtained Pilate’s permission to place a seal on the stone
66).

In an infinitely greater way, the Holy Spirit secure
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Guarantee of Our Inheritance — God’s Seal

Authenticity
When King Ahab tried unsuccessfully to get Naboth to sell or trade his vineyard, Queen Jeze
get the vineyard her way. “So, she wrote letters to Ahab’s name and sealed them with hi
letters to various nobles who lived in Naboth’s city, demanding them they arran
blasphemy and treason against him. The nobles did as they were instructed
because of the false charges. The king then simply confiscated the vin
21:6-16). Despite the deception contained in the letters Jezebel s
form the king, because they were sent with his approval an

When God gives us His Holy Spirit, it is as if He st
is an authentic citizen of My divine kingdom
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Guarantee of Our Inheritance — God’s Seal

Ownership
While Jerusalem was under siege by Nebuchadnezzar and Jeremiah was under arrest by Ki
prophesying against the king and the nation, the Lord gave special instructions to His
told to buy some land in Anathoth for which he had redemption rights The contr
stipulated payment was made in the court of the palace guard before the r
presence of the witnesses the deed was signed and sealed, establishi
property (Jeremiah 32:10).

When the Holy Spirit seals believers, He marks them a
entirely and eternally belong to Him. The Spirit’s
final.
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Guarantee of Our Inheritance — God’s Seal

Authority
Even after Hama had been hanged for his wicked plot to defame and execute Mordecai, Qu

distressed about the decree that Haman had persuaded King Ahasuerus to make that
kingdom to attack and destroy the Jews. Because the king could not even himsel
marked with his own seal, he issued and sealed another decree that permit
to arm and defend themselves (Esther 8:8-12). In both cases the absol
represented in the king's seal. Those who possessed the sealed
authority set forth in the decree.

What Christians are sealed with the Holy Spirit t
God’s Word and His gospel with the Lord’s o
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The Guarantee of Our Inheritance — God’s Pledge

Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Guarantee of Our Inheritance — God’s Pledge

The Holy Spirit not only guarantees our inheritance in Jesus Christ with His seal but also with His
arrabon (pledge) originally referred to a down payment or earnest money given to secure
came to represent any sort of pledge of earnest. A form of the word even came to be
ring.

As believers, we have the Holy Spirit as the divine pledge of our inheri
guarantee that the fullness of the promised spiritual blessings “i
will one day be completely fulfilled. They are assured and
could provide. The Holy Spirit is the church's irrevocab
Christ’s bride, she will never be neglected or fors
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Goal of Our Inheritance

until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.
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Ephesians 1:11-14 — Divine Inheritance Guaranteed
The Goal of Our Inheritance

Although our divine inheritance in Christ is a marvelous, awesome, and guaranteed promise to us from the Lor
primary purpose of our salvation. Our salvation and all the promises, blessings and privileges we gain thr
first bestowed with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.

The great, overriding purpose of God’s redemption of men is the rescuing of what is His o
to God, and in His infinite wisdom, love, and grace He chose to provide redemption
own image — for His own sake even more than for their sakes, because they do

As Paul has already twice declared (vv. 6, 12), God’s ultimate goal in
saved and blessed for our own glory but for God'’s (Isaiah 43:20-
wholly His. He saved us to serve Him and to praise Him.
creation — to bear the image of God and bring Him

That is fully accomplished at the believer’
possession of God.
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Study Assignment

Always pray first before asking to open your minds to God’s reveal for you
Have a relationship with the Author of everything — Jesus Christ
Set aside your personal presuppositions

Take good notes

Start and Continue to update your personal private journal
Read the book of Ephesians each week
Read Chapter 1 and understand its details.
Update your personal assessment of your i

YVVVYVVVYVYVY
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