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Okay, welcome back. This is our Sunday morning Bible study. We're in the book of Acts.

We're going to try to wrap up Acts today, I think, and we're going to be looking at when God builds a church. We've just come off of the completion of Ephesians, and I have to say, guys, there were two big articles or discussion articles that I posted. One in the Revelation section that deals with the overcoming, because that is where we're going to be when we go back to there, is the overcomer into the rapture, and one in Ephesians, which basically completes the review of Ephesians 3, again, and it gives you all the five resources broken down to basically ignite your Christianity life.

So please take a look at those and download those if that's of interest to you. And the other thing is that this week we're going to be turning the corner in Ephesians to the application of the principles that we've learned in chapters 1 through 3, and it's going to coincide with chapters 3, 4, and 5 of Acts. So we're again looking at a sort of a double-edged sword here, one from the aspect of creation of the church in the church time after Christ's death, and the other one is getting the details of all of that before the foundation of the world.

Okay, so you're getting it from a two tiers perspective, so you can not only understand what God said in motion, but you can also see how it was applied in Acts chapters 3 through 6 as well. So that's how this thing is flowing right now, which is good. And with that, we're going to look at Acts chapter 2, and we're going to concentrate on verses 41 through 47 this morning.

So the theme of this today is going to be when God builds a church, and this is something that the Lord has just really been laying on my heart. We've been here for a while, and we're going to be here for just today, and then we're going to move on. But this has really been laying on my heart to make sure that we get a complete understanding of really what this is, because this is not only the key, this is the ignition switch, this is the gas to the engine, this is everything for your Christian life.

So when I think of the character of our experience of entering this new worship internet experience that we're doing, I began to realize what God has provided for us here. It's important, I think, for us to realize what it is that God is doing when he builds a church, and it isn't the building that I want to talk to you about. It's you.

This internet house never really has been a church. It's just a large, big communication system, and the first time it was in any way, shape, form like a church was when you arrived in this setting. That's when it becomes a church.

This is the first time that this group has set in motion to actually create a bond between us called the church. So you see, this could be an apartment building, so to speak, a virtual apartment building. It could be a theater.

It could be anything. It isn't a church until you're in it, and when we come in this morning, then it became a church to glorify God. What is it that God is doing in building his church? I think that we've seen how God has blessed and how God has given himself glory in the process of this unity that we have created in our Bible studies.

So as we look at it, I want to call your attention to the fact that it's a metaphor. It's a symbol. It's a picture of the true church.

The foundation pictures Jesus Christ, who is our foundation. The steel that ties all of this together that you can't see is the strength of the building. That's us, and that's a picture of the Holy Spirit, who behind the scene is the strengthening and the undergirding of the church.

All of the things that we consider in this, the computers, the technology, the linkage, all of that stuff, are just pictures leading up to the living stones that Peter says make up the spiritual temple, which is the house, the habitation of the Holy Spirit, which is inside of us. So the building, then, is nothing more than a metaphor or symbol or a picture of the true church. Its foundation is Christ.

Its behind-the-scenes strength is the Spirit of God, and its living stones are the believing community, you guys. So God has raised up a monument to himself and his grace, and he has raised a picture of his church as we're looking at it right here. And each time we come together to worship, and each time we see it, we need to let it remind us that it is his church.

God has built this as he has been building us. That's the sanctification process that we've all looked at for a while. The exciting thing to me is not that the building is finished, but the exciting thing is that the church that God is growing here fills it.

That's the exciting thing, that God has been building your lives and our lives together, and that because he has been building the true church, he has had to build this building to hold it. And as we migrate and we grow, we're going to outgrow this capacity, and we'll need to figure out the next level of communication stuff that we will need to use because we're growing steadily. God is building the church.

God is putting up the living stones. It's so exciting to see God build his church, okay, his way. And somebody said to me this last week, what's your goal in this ministry? And you know, it didn't take me long to respond to that.

My goal is to glorify God, just as it should be yours. My future goal is to glorify God, and there's nothing that can change that. So we've seen God build a church of living stones, energized by the strength of the Spirit of God, and undergirded by Christ himself.

And then we've seen him build a metaphor like this to symbolize the true church that he has built. Now it's important for us to understand, to recognize what God wants to do with this church. The only time the church can ever really be what God wants it to be is when he makes that commitment.

And so we need to do that again, this morning as we continue to worship together. We need to establish that commitment every time that allows us to become part of the church. We need to reaffirm the very basic reality of the church.

We need to restate what our commitment is as the believing community of God. Ten years from now, only God knows what this place will be. Twenty-fifty to a hundred to Jesus, Terry, only God knows what we're building together, where it will be.

Hopefully, as we move through this process of change and focus more focused on just ministry, this thing is going to really, really take off and grow. That's what sense I'm getting from my prayers with God himself. Well, we don't know what God knows, and therefore we have to just put our faith in him as to how we are going to interact with the church in future days to come and what that holds, and what it holds for building this ministry out.

So today we're going to look at the 16th chapter of Matthew. And I'm just really going to share out of my heart this morning. I really don't have a lot of things, whatever, because this should be an aftermath of what you've already learned in looking back over your life and seeing how well your life applies to that which he tells us is the church.

So in Matthew 16, 18, in the middle of this verse, it says, I will build my church and the gates of hell or Hades shall not prevail against it. Now, here you have Jesus' great statement, I will build my church. And the statement that follows the gates of hell will not literally overpower it.

The gates of hell is a metaphor that speaks of Satan and his angels. I will build my church and Satan and his legions storming out of the gates of hell to attack, it will not be successful. Okay, now we've learned that when Satan's bloodline attack to prevent Jesus to come completely failed, and he didn't know what else was going to happen until Christ announced through Paul, the mystery of the church.

And as soon as that announcement was made, just like that announcement was made in the garden where God says, your seed and my seed are going to be separated. Satan went on attack, so he cannot attack the bloodline of Christ anymore. So he's after the church.

He's after you and me. I'll build my church and Satan and his legions storming out of the gates of hell to attack, it will not be successful, will not overpower it. That was Jesus' great statement as part of the unveiling of the mystery of the church itself.

Excuse me. Now, this is a guarantee. This is not an if or if statement.

This is an absolute 100% guarantee. I will build my church and Satan will not destroy it. That's one condition hidden in that statement, and here it is.

I will build my church. You see, the only way that the church will ever have a guarantee that Satan will not overpower it is when Christ builds it his way, not a religious fanatic type of church, but building his church his way. That's the whole point here.

To begin with, before we build this building, there were many plans. How do we do this? How do we set it up? What is it going to look like? How do we maintain security? Should we let, you know, all of this stuff, and especially because we had started this on a blended type of platform. What are you talking about? When can you talk about it? What, you know, all of this stuff that we have wrestled with for a period of time is now going to go away.

It's all going to be completely separated, and when we come into Bible Fellowship, we're going to come into Bible Fellowship, and we're going to treat this as though it's God's house instead of some other type of entity that is going to get blessings from God, but painted with all of this stuff from the world. So everywhere, at least we looked, okay. We had to plan this out.

We had to make sure that we understood what it is that we're doing. We had to get approvals. You know, we have oversight.

We have all of this stuff that we had to worry about, and it just didn't feel right to me. It was always sort of a grayness to this, because I somewhat felt that some of the people attending this, because I see it all the time, come in and want to get intel or something like that, and then they drop out and don't attend the Bible study. So this is going to clear up a lot of stuff for us.

So God has laid down a plan for this church, and God said, I will build my church according to this plan. When my church is built this way, the gates of hell will never stop it, but should we depart from his plan, we forfeit that guarantee. That was my issue, and there are churches all over America through history of the world, way back even into the New Testament, and those churches no longer exist, because they did not allow Jesus to build his church his way, and guarantee was forfeited.

I did not want that to happen. Satan moved in, and they went out of existence. So let me show you one.

If you go to Revelation 3, all right, and this ties it back to that, in the town of Sardis. Sardis was, if you recall from our study, Sardis was a city in Asia Minor, and Lord Jesus is writing through John to the minister of the church at Sardis. Now, as you recall, the word angel in that scripture can mean minister, and it most likely refers to the pastor of the church.

Unto the ministry of the church in Sardis write, these things saith he that has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars, and that is a reference to Christ, as you will note in chapter one, if you'll check it out from our previous studies. Christ's word to the church at Sardis. Now listen, I know that works, that thou has a name that thou livest and are dead.

I know that works, a very active church, lots of programs, lots of activities, but you're dead. We never want to do that. We only want to have ministry that actually ministers to people.

The Bible study does that. The Tuesday night open discussion gives you the ability to obtain clarity that does that. The daily devotion strengthens your knowledge of the holy scriptures in a very focused way.

The bridge of truth basically takes the truth of history or from the Bible and applies it to your current life in a history focused manner. And the substack is giving you everything you need to know about creation based upon Ephesians. And in doing so, you're actually learning the truth from the scripture and not some political bias coming out of the pulpit.

So everything that we've set in motion so far is to minister to the people, me included. I learn a lot and do it. So he says, I know that works, you're a very active church, lots of programs, lots of activity, but you're dead.

The socially distinguished church at Sardis with all of its programs, with all of its activity, and with all its work and all its labor was dead. Like the rhyme of the ancient narrator by Coleridge. Corpses man the ship, dead men pull the oars, dead men hoist the sails, dead men steer the vessel.

Sardis was an ecclesiastical corpse. And the reason was that it had departed from the divine blueprint. And when the church is not the church that Christ builds his way, that church forfeits the guarantee that Satan will never overpower it.

Another good parallel to this in your studies would be Samson. What a man. He was very charming, incredibly strong.

He was lovable. He was a hero to Israel, the champion of freedom. He had so many exploits and so many feats and so many acts of strength and courage, but something happened.

God had given him a blueprint. Think about your life. God gives you a blueprint.

That's the reason why you're doing a self-assessment every day as you migrate through your study. And the blueprint was that the Nazarite, Val, and when he violated the blueprint and his hair was cut, it was all over for him. If you recall back in Numbers, it's a number when we talked, when we studied the Nazarite Val, one of the things that they had to do was never cut their hair.

That gave them the strength. And Samson violated that. And the scripture says he was not that the Lord had departed from him.

As soon as he had violated the divine pattern, God was gone. Okay. Think about your life.

You know the blueprint. You know what you got to do. If you don't do it, what happens? The spirit goes dead.

The same thing happened in the history of Israel. They violated the divine pattern and God's glory departed and Ichabod was written. They violated God's blueprint for the church.

Jesus wasn't building his church his way. The guarantee was forfeited and Sardis died and doesn't even exist today. And so I want to say that in the years to come, we still have to focus on glorifying God in whatever we do throughout our individual lives and collectively when we come together.

It will be because we're allowed Jesus then to build his church his way. His church doesn't stop after a Bible study. It is a continuation flow of the spirit through you that creates the church, the ministry of the church.

And that would be my prayer for all of us because over the course of time, as time reaches up to us, we're not all going to be here. Okay. And so we have to create that environment that will instill in people as they come into this family that basically there's a blueprint here.

There's a process here. There's certain activities that we need to do and it never changes. You might ask, what is this blueprint? Well, the blueprint we have to follow so Jesus can build his church his way and the gates of hell won't prevail is in Acts chapters 2, 41 through 47.

Let's look at it. Now here we meet the first church in history. This was the church that Jesus built on the day of Pentecost.

This was the very first one. Close to the flame, born at Pentecost, unspotted, uncorrupted, it's in its infancy state. The purest church in the days of its splendid prime, when the memory of Christ was vivid and the gift of the Holy Spirit was new.

Only hours after its birth, it's thriving on the ecstasy of new life, thriving on the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. He had seen in Christ the power of God. And you know something? They didn't know anything about a church.

They had no idea what a church was. There was no precedent that they could fall back on. There was nothing set that they could read about.

There was nothing that existed. They didn't have a book on the church. They didn't have a denomination to go to.

They didn't even have a New Testament. They had nothing. They didn't have any seminars or conferences or conventions or experts on the church or books to read.

There was absolutely nothing but Jesus Christ. That was it. But this was the church that Jesus built his way.

Uncluttered, uncompromising, and still today the model for the church is right here. In Acts 2, Peter stood up to preach. He preached a marvelous sermon.

We've already gone over that, much like a speech. And as a result, 3,000 people believe in verse 41 says, they that gladly received his word were baptized. The same day were added unto them 3,000 souls.

There were already 120 in the church because those were the people in the upper room when the Holy Spirit came. So 120 right there, 3,000 more, 3,120 folks in the first church. Kind of interesting because that's just about what a lot of churches these days can squeeze in.

That's about it. And that happened the first day. Well, in practical terms, we, in today's view, probably think that they have had lots of problems.

A church that big gets lots of problems. You know something that they had an amazing few problems because they followed the blueprint. If you follow the blueprint, you have no problems.

Why? Because the problems are of the world and Satan can't overthrow it. So therefore the problems don't exist as long as you stay within the Christ blueprint. And it was God's church.

Jesus built it his way. And people, this is the blueprint. Now watch this.

That guarantees us 20, 40, 60, 100 years still to be here to glorify God if we follow the blueprint. Only by then we'll probably be having, you know, I would say the growth rate and at that period of time we're going to have multiple services because I don't think we can hold everybody in an internet room that I can see everybody at one time. I got, I probably would have to have screens all over the place to just see who's here.

So first of all, the blueprint calls for the proper content. Point number one, the blueprint calls for the proper content and we get that in verse 42. And they continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and fellowship and in breaking of bread and in prayers.

Now I want you to notice several things here and draw them to your attention. There are several things that made up the life of the church during that age. The actual content, the actual function, the actual thing they did, and these are the vital things.

Everything else that history is added on and all the other stuff we do just addendums to it. That's how religion got started. We took the baseline and added addendums to it called corporate structure and corporate doctrine that was made up of man, not God.

The vitality of the church is right here. Number one, their content was first of all, they were a redeemed church. Oh, redemption, that means that they were redeemed in Christ.

They were centered in Christ. They were a deemed community. It says in verse 42, and they continued steadfastly.

Now notice this 3,000 people believe 3,000 people were baptized because we were still under the dispensation of dealing with the Jews. 3,000 people continue. Billy Graham says that if up to 40% of their converts are real and follow through, that's considered high.

Here 3,000 believe, 3,000 were baptized, 3,000 continued steadfastly. They were a truly redeemed community. They were the wheat.

When Jesus builds a church, it is building on the basis of believing people. In John 8 30, it says, and many believed on his name, and he said to them, if you continue in my words, then you are my real disciple. Disciple is another word that we've learned when we studied in Acts, the overview of Acts.

Disciple is another word that is defined as discipline. So in essence, Christ chose 12 disciples with 12 different disciplines, all to focus to do one thing, create a church. They didn't know it, but Christ knew it, and he needed all disciplines to do that.

It isn't simply believing, it's showing that your faith is genuine by continuing in the faith. First John, they went out from us that it might be made manifest, they never were of us. For if they had been of us, they would have continued with us.

That's the reason why we're changing, guys, right there, all right? 3,000 continued. It was a redeemed church. This is where it all began.

And if we, if it is ever to be able to make claim on the guarantee of Matthew 16, that Satan can't stop us, it will be because we begin with the right content, the truth. Remember I said, we're not going to do anything religion, we're going to talk about truth of scripture and glorification of God as the outcome, which is what you do in sanctifying your life, living daily for Christ. The church must be a redeemed community.

And we're not saying that unbelievers are people who have not come to Jesus Christ are not welcome. Remember the church is not for sinners. The church is where believers come to get your batteries charged.

If you try to take your programs and focus them on delivering sinners to Christ, you've lost the blueprint because you're not recharging your batteries as a community, all right? But they're all welcome to come and to hear the message, hear our Bible study, ask questions or whatever. We welcome anyone to come and to learn Christ. We welcome anyone to come and receive the love that he gives.

He who went about healing people at random, never asking for qualification of their theology. He who loves the whole world and died for you. We invite everyone to come to Christ.

But as far as the teaching in the church and the ministering in the church and the leading the church, those that are in responsibility in the church, those who minister in the name of Christ, they are to be believing people. Because then and only then will they have the energizing of the spirit of God. And we do not need human effort in this church.

All we need is just to allow God to work through us and everything is going to work out to his glory. And we're going to grow and grow and grow and grow. And so the initial fact of that church was that it was a redeemed church.

And they were saved people. Paul, who commands many churches in the New Testament, commands most highly the church at Thessalonica. And he does so in a simple way in the first chapter when he says, you are the church that is in God and in the Lord Jesus Christ.

In other words, you are truly a regenerated church. You are in God and in Christ. Regenerated church.

Okay. Gone through the process of salvation's regeneration of what? Your DNA, all of that stuff. You become a new creature, scripture tells us.

So this has always been a commitment of what we have set forth to do. From the very first time with Miss Della and I sitting face to face in this session, that's where we started. And it was just nothing more than the truth and it built from there.

And it's not always easy to make sure it's a redeemed church either. There's been days when an unsaved person was in my ministry in the church where they were actually teaching Sunday school classes, unsaved people, because the church didn't take them through the process of understanding where they were in their spiritual life before they put them in front of a class to teach. And it wasn't very long until that class became complete chaos because this individual, while a good teacher in public school system, had no knowledge of God and therefore was teaching their beliefs instead of what the Bible says.

That's not the blueprint. It is necessary that the church be a believing community of people. There are some of us, and we've been coming here for a while, and I'm sure people are coming to this now, we're growing.

And we're dealing with self-assessment because we're dealing with whether or not you're saved and given your life to Jesus Christ. Why? Because we're going to go back into Revelation, and we're going to talk about the rapture, and then we're going to talk about the judgment about everybody who remains on this earth, and what they're going to have to go through to get to the end. And their only way to get to salvation is to get to the end.

That's it. So we're going to get there. So we're focused on your blueprint.

We've been focused on that for a long time. We're going to be focused on that for a little bit more so that you have the time to do your self-assessment. Now, if you come to Christ and be a true part of his church, then we're going to have unity.

If you come and you're not quite sure or you're not sure about your saving grace, we're going to have disunity. And so every time we come together, I'm going to mention the fact from this point forward, where's your salvation? Because that is the critical link in giving us the unity of oneness in Christ. So even in your own life, if you know someone in that situation that they're unsaved, according to the scripture, we need to go to them and beg and convince them in Christ's to be reconciled to God, because that's our charter.

And if they will not, you need to call it to their attention that they need to leave lest they cause impurity. That means the church. This gets down to your individual lives.

You are the church. The Bible tells us, do not associate with this world, do not love this world or anything of it. So if you can't compel your circle of people to conform to be reconciled to God, you're to do what? You're to leave them.

Either come to Christ or stay away. That's really the bottom line story, because God wants his church a redeemed community, and it starts with you. In Revelation chapter 2, I would draw your attention to another church.

Verse 14, the church at Pergamos. And here the Lord Jesus said to the church, I have some things against you because you have there then that hold the doctrine of Balaam. And we've learned in the studies of this that the doctor of Balaam was this.

Balaam was a prophet for hire. The Moabites in the promised land were scared of the Israelites and they were afraid that the Israelites were going to come in and wipe them out. So the ruler, the king of Moab got Balaam the prophet and said, look, I want you and I'm going to pay you to curse Israel.

Curse them so you will make them impotent. So three times Balaam tried to curse Israel, if you recall the story. And all three times failed.

And so they developed another plan. If we can't curse them and make them impotent, let's just seduce the sons of Israel. Remember, Moab put all of the women around the circle, the camp of Israel to seduce the men of Israel, which occurred.

We'll seduce them to marry the daughters of Moab. And when the Israelites and the Moabites intermarry, then Israel won't be a threat anymore. And it worked.

And that's the doctrine of Balaam, intermarriage, spiritual intermarriage. And that's exactly what happened in Revelation 2 at Pergamos. We talked about that when we studied Pergamos.

Matter of fact, they were having sexual orgies inside the church. They thought they could marry the world. They thought they could have the regenerate and the unregenerate.

They thought they could have the saved and the non-saved, and they could all get together and carry on the work of God. It doesn't work that way. Excuse me.

Jesus doesn't build his church in any other way than with his people. And so to begin with, the church must be redeemed. What fellowship has light with darkness.

Remember, God can't be in darkness. That's the reason why he sent his son to manifest God's work on earth before his son came in the body of the sonship. What agreement has Christ with Satan? You might ask yourself that question.

Paul says the church was a redeemed church. And the day that ceases to be the great bottom line, number one commitment of a church, it begins to let the tares come in. Okay.

We have a parable called the wheat and the tares. Tares are people that come in and they take over. And the forfeiture of Matthew 16, 18 is about to take place.

No longer can it be said that church, that of that church, the gates of hell shall not overpower it because it's not being built Jesus's way. Now, the second thing about the church is the proper content of this church. Not only were they redeemed church, but secondary, they were a spirit filled church.

Verse 38. And this is really a sub point to being redeemed. We know that when you become a Christian, the spirit comes to live within you.

We're told that you come into the spirit world, and then it fills you up. In verse 38, it says, repent, be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. And we know that in Acts 1.5, Jesus promised that the spirit was going to come.

In Acts 1.8, he promised that the spirit would bring power. We just got through that in Ephesians, guys. Your engine's power is the Holy Spirit.

In Acts 2.4, the spirit came. And here we see this church as a redeemed church, consequently a spirit in dwelt church. And as you will see in the next few chapters, a spirit controlled and filled church.

If the church is to be what God wants, if the church is to be built Jesus's way, if the church is to claim the guarantee of Matthew 16.18 that Satan can't stop it, it will be because it is a saved, redeemed church that is empowered by the Holy Spirit, where self-will and personal motivation in sin and so forth is set aside in order that the Spirit of God may rule and reign and dominate. Now, thirdly, the proper content of the church is that it was a teaching church. Now, notice this beautiful new church built on the day of Pentecost.

It says they continued steadfastly in the apostles' teaching. The apostles' doctrine or teaching, they were a church that taught the Word of God. The Word of God was not yet written yet.

They didn't have a Bible in terms of a New Testament, but the apostles' doctrine was the Word of God. They taught people from the Old Testament because their first focus was on the Jews, remember? And the Jews knew the Old Testament from the synagogues. So they could relate the Old Testament into the New Testament by the fulfilling of the Old Testament prophecies by the life of Jesus Christ.

Remember that? That's what gave the apostles their boldness, is because they had figured out the Scriptures. They saw it as it truly was. Now, in 1 Corinthians 14.37, Paul says, if any man claims to be spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I say are the commandments of God.

Jude says, remember the things that were spoken by the apostles. Why do they say this? Because God gave his words through the apostles verbally, then and now for us, the apostles' Word is written down in the books of the New Testament. The church was built Jesus' way.

A redeemed church, empowered by the Holy Spirit, committed to teaching the Word of God and learning it. They were giving it and they were receiving it. They can't receive it unless they gave it.

The law of give and receive, cause and effect, all that stuff. The church will never be able to claim the guarantee of Matthew 16.18 if it doesn't teach the Word of God. That's what we're going to begin to launch now, is for you guys to participate more in that teaching.

We hope other small groups come your way. The midst ministry that we're going to be setting up by the end of the year is focused on doing just that. But I pray God for one thing.

Don't ever, ever allow anyone to stand in a pulpit that you go to who is not committed to teaching the Word of God. You now know enough. You're now held to a higher standard of knowledge about what you need to seek for the truth, because you now know what the truth is.

That's the key in this. They were a teaching church. They continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine.

They were teaching and there was learning. There is a church, you know, all over the place. New churches all over the place that basically preach false doctrine.

There's one such church that I have looked at, and that is in the California Valley, and the founder of which, of that church, has written a book called Christ Versus Doctrinad, Doctrine with A and D at the end. In the book, he makes this statement, I quote, doctrine is junk. There are also pastors that believe that the pulpit is no place for teaching.

Well, that's not true of the church that Jesus built. If they didn't teach, they would not have understood. They would not have learned.

He only built one from scratch, and that was on Pentecost, and it was a teaching church. Where do you think the teaching hospitals got their format from? Why do you think they're so successful? It's because they took it off the creation of the first church. When Paul writes to Timothy and Titus, he says the same thing over and over.

Teach sound doctrine. Teach the word. Preach the word.

Don't get into vain genealogies and jangles and arguments. Just teach and preach until I come. Give attendance to reading and exhortation and doctrine.

Nourish them in the doctrine he told Timothy. And so the church is going to be built Jesus' way when it is a redeemed church, controlled by the spirit of God and teaching the doctrine of the word of God. Fourthly, the first church that Jesus built was a fellowshipping church.

That's a creative word, fellowshipping church. They liked to fellowship one with another. Verse 42, they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship and in breaking of bread.

Breaking of bread is having meals together, guys. Misty and I were talking just last night about when we get our remodeling finished, which we're in the last stage, which is another significant project. We would like to begin doing more and more entertainment.

We've now opened the first floor up to open spaces and have probably enough to fit about 30 people in our home. So we're going to be looking to do that. They had fellowship.

You say, well, when you have this many people, can you have fellowship? Yes, you can. People say that a lot about a big church, they don't have fellowship. It's more like siloed communities.

Now, again, guys, I don't like a big church because why you don't get to interact with people and get to know them in an intimate way to strengthen not only their walk in Christ, but yours. You can't have fellowship. If you've got 3,120 people in the first church on the first day and the Bible says they continue steadfastly in what? Fellowship.

That was and even is today a huge undertaking. Fellowship is simply sharing our lives with one another. Loving one another, praying for one another, edifying one another, rebuking one another, reproving one another, exhorting one another, giving to one another, praying for one another.

No matter who that is or no matter how big the larger group is, you can give your life to the people that God brings you across your path. Remember, what did I say to you some weeks ago? Wherever you go, you leave a chrome. A piece of your energy stays in that place.

Whoever you meet, you leave a chrome. A piece of your energy will always be tied to that person. You can only have approximately 200 acquaintances, according to psychologists, 25 close friends at the most and 200 acquaintances.

The nice thing about a big church is you can choose the 200 you want. Well, so can we. The other 3,000 you can ignore, which most of them need to be ignored because they come to the church for the wrong reason.

Fellowship can happen anywhere and it can happen in any setting. Why? Because fellowship is in the sharing of energy. So you can do this no matter how you participate one to another.

It only takes two people to have fellowship. The outside number is irrelevant. These people had fellowship 3,120.

So they had a partnership. They had togetherness. It's like what Nelson said after a great victory.

He said, I had the happy occasion to command a band of brothers. I'll tell you, that's been one of the great joys that I have come to realize in just this ministry of about 80 people. I've come to the understanding to be happy in the occasion just to minister a band of brothers and sisters.

Just great. We have togetherness. We fellowship.

We have partnership. Listen, we all have the same common eternal life, right? We live this life eternal on this earth in fellowship. We all have the same spirit of God.

We all have the same power surging through us. We all are going to spend eternity together. We all have the same Christ, the same God, the same church, the same family, and it's time we all experienced that with each other and shared it.

If you just intend to come and lonely isolate yourself in this group, you're going to forfeit the fellowship. Then the church will not be being built Jesus way. That's the reason why we're trying to change our Tuesday night discussion to be more where you can participate in helping one another is because that increases the fellowship among you guys.

If somebody stands up and bangs away on a doctrine or everybody sits out there in indifference and isolation with no mutual ministry, that will also forfeit the promise of Jesus that Satan will never be able to overpower us. We got to realize where we're at. We are the church.

All the parts have to be there. God's design is for his people to fellowship. Now we're in our infancy stays.

We need to understand that the central point of this fellowship at that point in time was breaking bread. That's the Lord's table. Will we do that? We've done that at least, I know at least four times.

We'll be doing it a fifth time here shortly, but we come to break bread together and communion one to another to Christ. As long as we're together, we're going to meet at the Lord's table as often as we think we need to, because that's the constant focal point of our fellowship. It won't be long until there will be a table right up in heaven when we get there to share communion as well.

This must be a fellowship fellowshiping. I created that word fellowshiping church, as well as a teaching church, as well as a spirit of power church, as well as redeem church. Then the blueprint is right.

When the blueprint is right, the guarantee is valid. Satan will never stop it. Think about that.

Satan will not stop you, the church, from doing anything that you're doing in the will of God no matter what it is. It's not just coming here and he's not able to get involved with this. The church is you, and you permeate that church wherever you go.

I would like to add one more because it's so valid. The first church was a praying church. We're studying that in a significant way in our subject disclosure documents once a week.

They continued steadfastly in prayers. You see, they had a promise. Jesus had asked anything in my name, and I'll give it that the Father may be glorified.

Your inventory is stacked full. Your resources are standing by. You just have to turn the engine on to drive it here.

The praying here is not individual prayer. It's a corporate prayer. It's collective.

You get power in the collection of individuals in prayer. Physics says there were two people together. You have the power of three in a prayer.

What's that? If you have five people, you have the power of 25 people praying in prayer. The easiest way is to square the number. You have 100, square the number, you have what? 10,000 power of prayer.

He's talking about the prayer of the family, us. We are to be praying together whether it is in a corporate worship like us today, or in a prayer group where you meet once a week, twice a week, or daily, or whatever. We are to be committed to prayer.

We believe in prayer. We've seen God answer heavenly. Go back in all the answers of prayer that has been posted on the site, and I can tell you many more that's not been posted on the site because they just don't want to put themselves out there yet.

There's been a lot of answer of prayer in this group. We've seen God bring what we believed Him for to the very hour when we believed Him for it. There's no delay in manifesting God's blessings if you're living the right life.

We've seen God answer prayer so many times. We ought to commit ourselves right here to prayer because prayer is the recognition of the total dependence from God. Now that church was a praying church, and we need to affirm the need for prayer.

You can always get a crowd for a Christian rock concert, but it's tough to get them together to pray. But that early church met for corporate prayer. You can even go back while they were waiting on the Holy Spirit to come.

What did they do? They went to the synagogue and prayed fellowship together. So what was the proper content? A redeemed church, a spirit-filled church, a teaching church, a fellowshipping church, a praying church. That is the blueprint.

And when any of these things are forfeited, it doesn't meet the specs. And Jesus says, that's not my church. That's what he told Sardis.

The guarantee is null and void. And there are plenty of churches that are empty today because they waved off of the blueprint. And the Lord said, I can't approve that church.

And he's the inspector who makes that judgment. Nobody else is. Now that's the proper content.

In the proper content, if there's the next thing that takes place, which is point two, is the proper character. When a church has the proper content, what it is like, notice the proper character in verse 43. And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.

And all their belief were together, and had all the things common, and sold their possession and goods, and parted them to all men as every man had need. And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple and breaking bread from the house to house, did they eat their food with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God. That's a mouthful.

That's the character. Now notice, when the content is right, the character's right. You say, well, what was the character of this church with speaking in Acts? Well, number one, it was an awesome church.

Verse 43 literally says that. And everyone kept feeling a sense of awe. You know, the word fabison, the Greek, it doesn't mean terror.

It means reverence. It's a word that is used very specifically in the New Testament. It is reserved for times when people's minds are struck with an awe that is based on something powerful, something divine, something beyond their ability to explain or handle.

It is used in Luke 7 and Luke 8, for example, where there is a resurrection from the dead, and it says they were filled with awe. They had no explanation. They had seen something powerful, something divine.

And so when the world looked at that church, and they were filled with awe, they couldn't believe what they saw. Remember, they were outside trembling. It had the right character.

It shocked the world. The world took notice of it. I've often wondered how the community here around us thinks about us as a collective whole.

How shocking it must be when we first put this together, and we've grown to this point, and we need to step back a moment and just take a view as, are we really doing the right blueprint collectively? Individually, it takes each one of us to do the same blueprint, and collectively we can put it together. A church ought to be able to put a little awe in the community. That early church did.

They were awesome. Notice in verse 43, every soul was in awe, everybody. The whole thing was inexplicable.

An incredible thing had happened. One day, there was no church. The next day, 3,120 people were saved overnight, 24 hours.

A shocking community of people experiencing God's power. Now, the second thing about this church, its character was not only awesome, but powerful. Remember, starting your engines with the five resources.

This was powerful. Verse 43, and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. In that day, God displayed his power in the apostolic way, in the apostolic time, in the apostolic miracles.

Today, God doesn't do that. We don't have the apostles here. We have the word of God, but God's power is nonetheless on display.

God is healing people of illness today. God is putting homes together. God is bringing people out of drugs and alcohol and sin and bringing them to Christ.

God is transforming families, transforming some of yours. God is transforming young people. God is changing businesses.

God is doing marvelous and wondrous things. The world has to look and say, man, there's some kind of power going on in that community of people. We take a notice, and they take notice if they're in the world, and they begin to cause conflict because they can't get what you have.

It's available to them. They just haven't got it yet. So, the church was awesome, and the church was powerful, and thirdly, the church was loving.

It was loving. Verse 44, and all that believed were together. I tell you that I love that statement.

I'd love to have that put right across every one of our households, and all that believed were together. Do you know what that means? It means unity. Word unity is power exists.

All that believed. I don't know if that can be put across any church really, okay? It could be all that believed are sort of together, but there's a few dissenters in the crowd, or all that believed are definitely not together. At that church, everybody that believed was together.

That was the real power point of that. They knew the spirit of 1 Corinthians 1 10, that you think the same thing, feel the same thing, speak the same thing. Beautiful unity.

There was love there, and it showed. They had all things common. In other words, I don't own anything to the exclusion of you.

If need what I own, here it is. That's all. I give it to you.

If you have need, and I have supply, here's my supply for your need. You're not going to receive any blessings unless you give that blessing to somebody else. Actually, verse 45 says, they were selling their possessions and goods, parting them to all men as every man had need.

Those are what we call in Greek, imperfect verbs. It doesn't mean they're less than perfect. Imperfect is a tense.

It's a continuous action in the past. They were continuously selling things as people were continuing to have needs. It's not humanism.

It's not that they all threw everything in a pot and they drove it out equally. No, they wouldn't give us the opportunity to express love, would it? That's not a way to express love. You give to meet an individual need, not to give to a commune.

The inequalities in the church give us the occasion for love. Okay, guys, let me stop here a minute. God just says, talk about this.

Think about what's going on in our government under the auspices of equity. They're creating a societal norm in your mind based off communes. Where is this going to go? Where do you think Satan's going to lead this, if they were able to really achieve this? Let me get your mind located on everything that you own is owned by everybody.

So now we can just sort of take over one thing and another and another and another, and pretty soon we're all living in communes. Our smart cities, come on guys, think about where they're taking us. You'll own nothing and love it.

It's exactly what this is talking about. And so they were simply giving things, selling in order to get money to give to somebody when somebody had a need. There was a sharing and a love that was obvious to the world.

In verse 46, continuing daily with one accord in the temple. There they are in one accord again, breaking bread from house to house. They were going from home to home, sharing communion.

They ate their food with gladness, singleness of heart, praising God. Now verse 46, singleness of heart. Verse 46, one accord.

Verse 44, all things common. There you see the unity there. They were building a commune.

They were building unity of giving. And what do you think came back to the community? That's just a beautiful oneness that comes from love. The church with the right content manifests the right character.

They were awesome. They were powerful. God is at work.

They were loving. Now you take that kind of a community of people and look at the size of that church. 3,120 on the first day.

What could this community be if we were able to unite together to do the same thing in following the blueprint? Verse 46, they did eat their food with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. Oh, they went from 120.

They went from 12 to 120 to 3,000 in total, 3,120 to 25,000. And then who knows the hundreds of thousands. You know what the proper consequence are to the proper character? First of all, gladness.

Go back to the fruits of the spirit. Proper character gives you gladness. You can tell a church that has the proper content living out the proper character because the first consequence is it's going to have happy people.

Happy people. People say that about us a lot. Okay, I can tell you that.

They say everybody around here is so happy when they see us together. God has been good. I've been in churches and other parts of the world.

Matter of fact, part of my ability to understand what I understand in the knowledge and wisdom and grace of God is because I did that. I actually studied with all kinds of what you would call religious people. And it isn't because they're not faithful to God, but they're not so much to be happy about in those areas.

Why? Because they have not followed the blueprint. They're religious. Think about your church experience in a religious setting.

Go, you know, Jennifer talks about the Methodist church. Papa Roy's dealing with the Mormon church. Everybody's coming out of a church setting that's basically not happy.

They're religious because they don't know the truth. They don't follow the blueprint. Now, that's what's happened here at this church.

They were happy because all of the right things. They were happy because they were redeemed. They were happy because they were filled with the spirit.

They were happy because they were learning the truth of God. They were happy of all those reasons. They were happy because they were making an impact on their world.

They were happy because they loved each other. They were happy because God was at work. The church should be happy.

When you wake up every morning and you get your sore aching jaw, you know, body out of bed with all of its issues, and you go look in the mirror, the first thing you should see is the joy inside of you. Turns everything around. The church should be filled with joy.

That was the first consequence. The second one was not only did they have joy, but they had praise, praising God. Remember, you're either in prayer or you're praising God 24 hours a day, right? They were praising God because they were happy.

They had no issues. Verse 47, another consequence of the right church living the right way is that the church will be a praising church. We'll be following the requirements of constant communication with our Lord and Master.

God's word is so much in God's world is in so much rebellion. It just seems like here and there, one little spot or other on this globe, we could offer some type of praise. Doesn't exist though in most churches to a God who deserves the praise of every lip in the world.

And so this church was a church full of joy, a church full of praise. And then a final consequence, an attractive church where people were being saved. You could call this growth.

The end of verse 47, the Lord added to the church daily, such as it should be saved. Why? Because their lifestyle had favor with all the people. A growing church.

How often did the Lord add to the church? Daily. Not once a week, not once a month, but daily. Why? Because the people were faithful to teach and abide by the loving word of God.

Now it's my prayer that we grow daily. I'd like to come to a place before I leave this world to meet every day of the week in some fashion. I think it's healthy.

I think it gives us a chance to regenerate our batteries and we get to understand not only the character that you're in that day, but any needs that need to be met. We deal with them. And so we've got to know that we're going to grow that way.

And the gates of hell can't stop our ministry here collectively from growing. If we have the proper content, which we do, and we manifest the power, the proper character, which we are all working on, striving for, as the scripture tells us, God will bring the proper consequent and this church will grow to the glory of God. That's my prayer, people.

Now I hope it's your prayer as well. It's been a wonderful morning during this, I think, just in a perspective mode of looking back and concluding our education, our teaching on this long study of the church from not only before the foundation of the world, but through Acts, the actual implementation of the church. We just praise God for you and for what I've seen throughout this period of time together.

It's just kind of out of my heart that I did this today, because I felt it was a good perspective on exactly who we are, where we've come, and what we're going to do. So let's pray. Father, thank you for this morning.

Thank you for the ability to come together and again, look at your living word and understand how it applies to our lives. Father, may you grant us not only the understanding and the wisdom, but give us the drive to live our lives in your blueprint of being the church individually and as a corporate setting. Father, we ask that you give us attentiveness to your discussion and revelation to us as we read your scriptures, pray, and praise you throughout our day.

And we ask that as we go forward today, may you continue to bless us only in the way that you can, which is with every blessing underneath the heaven. Father, we thank you for giving us the ability to understand how to manifest that in our walk with you, and how do we strengthen the inner man to make sure that we can tap in to the five resources of power that you give us in our Christian walk. I ask all these things in my name.
