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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work

1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2 Until the
which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the ap
whom he had chosen: 3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infalli
seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4 A
together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem,
the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized with
with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 6 When they therefore were co
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israe
to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in hi
after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall b
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
while they beheld, he was taken up; and a clou
steadfastly toward heaven as he went up,
Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazi
shall so come in like manner as
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work

The work of Jesus Christ is both finished and unfinished. His great work of providing redemption is finish
nothing may be added to it (John 17:1). The work of ministry and proclamation, however, is not fini
work He only started. Along with the other gospels, the first account composed by Luke for Th
gospel of Luke) records all that Jesus began to do and teach during His life on earth. The
Testament described the continuation of His work by the early church. We are still fini

Christ’s work of redemption is completed, and the church’s work of evan
stages and features of that unfinished work and sets the path the c

As the book of Acts begins, an important transition takes
preaching and teaching was done primarily by our
pass that responsibility on to the apostles, bef
repentance and the good news of forgive
will also be responsible for teachin
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work

From a purely human standpoint the apostles were in no way ready for such a task. There were things tha
did not understand. Their faith was weak, as evidenced by our Lord’s frequent reprimands of them (
8:26; 14:31; 16:8; Luke 12:28). Nor had they acquitted themselves well during the traumatic ev
surrounding Christ’s arrest and crucifixion. They had not only failed in public witness but a
and in personal faith. Peter, their acknowledged leader, had vehemently and profane
Jesus. His faith and spiritual character were not strong enough to withstand the
(Matthew 26:69-70). With the exception of John, all the disciples had fled i
nowhere to be found at the crucifixion site. Although Jesus had explici
disciples scoffed at the initial reports that His tomb was empty
found them cowering behind locked doors for fear of the J
at the first appearance, refused to believe even the t
second appearance, and the Lord’s invitation to

The apostles themselves obviously la
ministry of evangelism and edifi
Jesus Christ reiterates (Joh
believers) with those
message, manif
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Message

“1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,
which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments un
he had chosen: ”

As already noted, the first account refers to Luke’s gospel, which he compo
Introduction for further details). That account was largely concerned wi
Lord, revealing all that Jesus BEGAN to do and teach, until the
of His earthly ministry until His ascension, Jesus had instru
miracles were to strengthen their faith; His parables
formulate their theology. He revealed to them t

It is axiomatic that those who would ¢
There must be an accurate under
Such knowledge is foundati
insurmountable and d



God Js Govennment
Jsaiah 33:22
“For the LORD is cur judge, the
LORD is cur bawvgiver, the LORD
is aur Ring; he will save us.”

Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Message

“1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,
which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments u
he had chosen: ”

The apostle Paul was so concerned about this that it was central to his desi
19a he wrote, “18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened;
calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in th
of his power to us-ward who believe,”

To the Philippians he wrote “This | pray, that yo
all discernment, so that you may approve
until the day of Christ” (Philippians 1:
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Message

“1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach
which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments u
he had chosen: ”

Paul’s prayer for the Colossians eloquently expresses his longing that all beli

“9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cea
filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiri
the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every goo
God; 11 Strengthened with all might, accordin
joyfulness;”
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Message

“1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,
which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments u
he had chosen: ”

In 2 Timothy 2:15, Paul charged Timothy, “ Study to shew thyself approve
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” Then he chall
truth to others (1 Timothy 4:6, 11, 16: 6:2b, 3, 20, 21; 2 Timoth

The writer of Hebrews rebuked some of his readers’ i
be teachers, ye have need that one teach you a
become such as have need of milk, and n
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Message

“1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,
in which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments
whom he had chosen:”

Mere factual knowledge, of course, was powerless to save those Hebrews, or anyone
appropriated. In Matthew 23:2-3, Jesus warned against initiating the hypocritic
Pharisees sit in Moses' seat: 3 All therefore whatsoever they bid you obser
works: for they say, and do not.” Jesus set the pattern of consistency i
He began both to do as well as to teach. He perfectly lived the t

Paul admonished believers to “adorn the doctrine” t
example of good deeds ... sound in speech ... sh
every respect” (Titus 2:7-8, 10). Evangelism i
believable, is a holy life that clearly d
salvation from sin while living a si
preached righteousness an
can.
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Message

“1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,
which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments un
he had chosen: ”

Two major factors contribute to the church’s powerless ness today. First, m
Second, those who may know biblical truth all too often fail to live by i
tragic, yet so is proclaiming the truth but giving scant evidence t
people cannot expect others to be moved by their proclamati
preacher Robert Murray Mc Cheyne gave the followin

Do not forget the culture of the inner man —
sabre cleans and sharp: every stain he
instrument — | trust a chosen ves
perfections of the instrume
Jesus. A holy minister i
Moody, 1978], 95
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Message

“1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,
which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments un
he had chosen: ”

Those who would be effective in preaching, teaching, and evangelism mus
doctrine supported by holiness of life is essential for all who would mini

Even after His resurrection, Jesus continued to teach the es
He was taken up, a reference to His ascension. (Luke
That day, marking the end of our Lord’s earthly mi
ascend to the Father (John 6:62; 13:1, 3; 16:
apostles by the Holy Spirit, who was b
Mark 1:12; Luke 3:22; 4:1, 14, 18
They, like the apostles, also
believers’ ministry an
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Message

“1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, 2
which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unt
he had chosen: ”

The verb entello (given orders) signals a command (Matthew 17:9), emph
encompasses a series of commands to obey God, as well as threats |
disobedience.

While Jesus instructed thousands of people in His da
apostles whom He had chosen. Equipping the
teaching. Their qualification was simply th
15:16). He saved, commissioned, equi
truth and recipients of the revelati
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Message

“1 The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,
which he was taken up, after that he through the Holy Ghost had given commandments un
he had chosen: ”

The importance of this instruction in preparing these men for finishing t
emphasized. Our Lord was building into them the teaching that is la
2:42) — the organized body of truth established the church.

The effectiveness of every believer’s ministry in lar
the Word.
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Manifestation

“3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of
days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: ”

The apostles needed not only the proper message but also the confidence to pr
their lives. They would hardly have been enthusiastic about proclaiming an
They needed to know that He was alive and would fulfill His promise
confidence, Jesus presented Himself alive, after His suffering, to
proofs (John 20:30), such as entering a room where the do
crucifixion wounds (Luke 24:39), and eating and drinki
was His appearing to them over a period of fort
text actually reads “through forty days.” Th
appear in their presence at intervals.
those appearances is found in 1
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Manifestation

“3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of
days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: ”

The end result of these appearances was that the apostles became absolutely ¢
Lord’s physical resurrection. That assurance gave them the boldness to pre
who crucified Christ. The transformation of the apostles from fearful,
witnesses is a potent proof of the resurrection.

There have been many suggestions as to the content
religionists held that He imparted to the apostle
the early church believed He taught them ¢
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1971], 33-34). Luke
this time the Lord was speaking
related to the domain duri
1:15;Luke 4:43; 9:2; 17:
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Manifestation

“3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of
days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: ”

The Lord wanted them to know that the crucifixion did not nullify the promised
11:6-12’ Daniel 2:44; Zechariah 14:9). The apostles no doubt had difficulty
earth of the King. The resurrection changed all that, and from that ti
King over an invisible, spiritual kingdom (Acts 17:7; Colossians 1:
1:11; Revelation 11:15; 12:10; 17:14; 19:16). The kingdom wi
coming. At that point our Lord will personally reign o

The kingdom of God (the realm where God
millennial kingdom, however, it has t
a detailed discussion of those tw
Zondervan, 1959]; for a mo
Testament Commenta
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Manifestation

“3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of
days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: ”

The universal kingdom refers to God’s sovereign rule over all of His creation. Psalms 103:19
his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all.” Other passages that descri
Chronicles 29:11-12; Psalm 10:16; 29:10; 45:6; 59:13; 145:13; Daniel 4:34; 6:26;

The mediatorial kingdom refers to God’s spiritual rule and authority o
mediators. Through Adam, then the patriarchs, Moses, Joshua, t
revealed His will and mediated His authority to His people.
During that period, which will last until the second comi
believers through the church (Acts 20:25; Roma
Christ (Galatians 2:20). The final phase of t
millennial kingdom, to be set up followi

men. At the end of the Millenniu
kingdom (1 Corinthians 15:
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources tor Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work

The Manifestation

“3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen o
days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: ”

During the church age (NOW), then, God mediates His kingdom rule through b
and obedient to the Word. That is why Peter calls believers “a chosen race
Peter 2:9).

Today, Jesus Christ does not manifest Himself physically a
thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are t
20:29), while Peter wrote, “Whom having not s
ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
(Colossians 1:29). Such personal com
unfinished work of ministry.



God Js Govennment
Jsaiah 33:22
“For the LORD is cur judge, the
LORD is eur bawvgiver, the LORD
is aur king; he will save us.”

Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Might

“4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence..... 8a but ye s
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you”

Having received the message, and witnessed the manifestation of the ri
tempted to assume they were ready to minister in their own stre
gathering them together, commanded them not to leave J
doubt fired with enthusiasm and eager to begin, that
an important point: All the preparation and traini
without the proper might. Power had to acc

TO make certain the apostles wer
Jesus commanded them to
Lord’s earthly ministry
would be sent )A
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Might

“4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart fro
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence..... 8a but ye
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you”

The apostles, like all believers of all dispensations, knew of and had t
Jesus sent them out on a preaching tour, He told them, “It is no
Father who speaks in you” (Matthew 10:20; Luke 12:12). |
“abides with you, and will be in you.” Like the other
power for salvation and life, as well as for speci
Pentecost, the Spirit would permanently i
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Might

“4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence..... 8a but ye s
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you”

While this promise of power was primarily for the apostles (as was th
John 14:26), it also secondarily forecast the enabling power the Spi
10:44-48; 19:1-7). The general promise was at the heart of
Covenant. Ezekiel 36:25-27 records God’s promise for
sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be cl
cleanse you. 26 A new heart also will | give
stony heart out of your flesh, and | wil
cause you to walk in my statutes
of the Spirit in some way uni
anointing for the apos
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Might

“4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence..... 8a but ye s
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you”

A magnificent comparison to this sense of he promise is the baptism
perfect accord and fellowship with the Holy Spirit, yet at the mo
was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodi
emblematic of the fullness of power He would receiv
Luke records that Jesus was “full of the Holy Spiri
began by giving testimony to the unusual e
because He anointed Me to preach th
and recovery of sight to the blin
Lord” (Luke 4:18-19). Luke
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Might

“4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence..... 8a but ye s
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you”

Others received such anointing for unusual service, such as Zacharias,
that power prophesied (Luke 1:67-79). In all those cases, the Hol
unusually powerful ministry to take place.

Jesus further defines the promise of the Father f
20:22). Our Lord's next words, for John bapti
many days from now, are reminiscent
with water said to me, He upon
who baptizes in the Holy Spiri
with the Holy Spirit, n
would send the Spi
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Might

“4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence..... 8a but ye s
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you”

Despite the claims of many, the apostles’ and early disciples’ experien
They were given unique enabling of the Holy Spirit for their speci
common baptism with the Holy Spirit in an uncommon wa
church began are commanded to be filled with the Spiri
5:25). Yet these early apostles and believers wer
They were in the transitional period associa
Christ through the agency of the Holy
believer is placed into the body o
permanent residency in the
have the Holy Spirit (R
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Might

“4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence..... 8a but ye s
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you”

The baptism with the Holy Spirit is not a special privilege for some beli
exhorted in Scripture to seek it. It is not even their responsibility
or any other means. The passive voice of the verb translate
with the Spirit is entirely a divine activity. It comes, lik
3:5-6 says, “5 Not by works of righteousness whi
the washing of regeneration, and renewing
Christ our Savior;” God sovereignty po

The Spirit’s presence, leadin
continuing the Lord’s
working power. S
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Might

“4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart fro
but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly
water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence..... 8a but ye
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you”

Power translates dunamis, from which the English word “dynamite”
dynamite for use of gifts, service, fellowship, and witness. They
their lives through not grieving the Spirit by sin 9Ephesians
moment by moment control of their lives to Him, and i
(Colossians 3:16). The result of being filled with
“that [God] would grant you, according to
Spirit in the inner man ... Now to Him
according to the power that wor
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Mystery

“6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time
the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the sea
Father hath put in his own power. ”

A paradoxical component of the resources for continuing the Lord’s ministry was som
find out. The apostles shared the fervent hope of their nation that Messiah wou
Often Jesus has taught them prophetically about the future 9Matthew 13:
The enthusiastic question they were asking Him, “Lord, is it at this ti
perfectly understandable. After all, here was the resurrected Me
no reason the earthly form of the kingdom would not be s
age had arrived. It must be remembered that the inte
Old Testament. The disciples on the road to Em
the kingdom (Luke 24:21. Further, the apos
outpouring of the Spirit Jesus had just
imminent. Surely it was for this ki
ride of hope and doubt whi
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Mystery

“6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this tim
the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the se
Father hath put in his own power. ”

Jesus, however, quickly brings them back to reality. It was not for them to
Father has fixed by His own authority. The Scriptures teach many thi
Jesus Christ in His kingdom, but not the precise time of its establi
characteristics of eras, and events God, by His own Authori
the kingdom. But as far as men are concerned, that r
our God” (Deuteronomy 29:29). All that believe
second coming (Matthew 25:21-34). The ti
13:32).
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Mystery

“6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this tim
the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the se
Father hath put in his own power. ”

That Jesus does not deny their expectation of a literal, earthly kingdom inv
shows that their understanding of the promised kingdom was correct
were mistaken about such a crucial point in His kingdom teachi
deceptive. A far more likely explanation is that the apostle
the Lord’s own teaching and the plan of God clearly r

Since the season of His coming cannot be
the church (1 Thessalonians 5:2), beli
warning in Mark 13:33-37:
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Mystery

“6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this tim
the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the se
Father hath put in his own power. ”

“33 Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the time is. 34 F
far journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his servants, a
the porter to watch. 35 Watch ye therefore: for ye know not w
at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning: 36
what | say unto you | say unto all, Watch.”

Such continual vigilance and anticipation
return, has served as true incentive
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Mission

“8b and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and
uttermost part of the earth. ”

Rather than engage in useless speculation over the time for the coming o the ki
focus on the work at hand. Witnesses are those who see something and t
murder in Chicago as a teenager and when | was interviewed by the
what | saw, heard and felt. | was reminded of 1 John 1:1-2, whe
beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen wit
hands have handled, of the Word of life; 2 (For the lif
and shew unto you that eternal life, which was wi
Jesus Christ is simply someone who tells t
witnesses of His majesty” (2 Peter 1:
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Mission

“8b and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and u
uttermost part of the earth. ”

This was the foremost purpose for which the empowering of the Holy Spirit ca
effective that they “upset the world” (Acts 17:6). Jesus commands all belie
Commission: “19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing th
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all thi
| am with you always, even unto the end of the world” (M

So many Christians sealed their witness to Chri
“martyrs.” Their blood, as the second-cen
Many were drawn to faith in Christ b
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Mission

“8b and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and
uttermost part of the earth. ”

There is a sense in which believers do not even choose whether or not to be wi
the only question is how effective their witness is. If the church is to reach
the gospel, believers must “sanctify Christ as Lord in [their] hearts, al
everyone who asks [them] to give an account for the hope that i
how Christians live their lives lays the platform of integrit
| built. In that text, Paul writes that we are to so live “
the opponent [of the Christian faith] may be pu
they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savi
saving gospel comes winsomely to all
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Mission

“8b and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and u
uttermost part of the earth. ”

Beginning in Jerusalem, the apostles carried out the Lord’s mandate. Their witn
Judea and Samaria (the neighboring area), and finally even to the remote
the general outline for the book of Acts. Following that outline, Luke
Christianity from Jerusalem, into Samaria and then through the
move through those three sections of the expansion of the

This beginning was to dramatically alter the co
continued past Acts to reach all the earth.
Christ’s witnesses throughout this w
world. That was and is the missi
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Motive

“9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received
their sight. 10 And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two m
in white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into hea
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have se

The Lord Jesus Christ was about to depart for heaven to return to His f
that, He left the apostles with a final, dramatic, moment which pr
work. To their amazement. He was lifted up while they wer
sight (Acts 2:11, 22). Jesus, in His glorious resurrection
place on the throne at God’s right hand. Back on
gazing intently into the sky while He was d
men in white clothing, suddenly appe
(Genesis 18:2; Joshua 5:13-15; M
8:17). These angels asked th
They are called men of
that region.
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Motive

“9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud receive
their sight. 10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two m
white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heave
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have se

The angels’ question, “why do you stand looking into the sky?” indicates more
translated looking indicates a long gaze. In this case a transfixed look as if
to the apostles. They were not losing Jesus, as they feared. Maybe s
the glory of God depart to heaven from Israel (Ezekiel 10:18-19

The angels went on to say, “This Jesus, who has bee
have watched Hin go into heaven.” The promis
the Mount of Olives. The angels stressed t
the same way as they had watched Hi
7:13; Matthew 24:30; 26:64; Re
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Motive

“9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud receive
their sight. 10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two m
white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heave
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have se

This becomes a compelling motive. No one knows when He will come
that it could be in their lifetime (Romans 13:12-14; 2 Peter 3:14-
powerful motive to serve Him. Paul writes, “For we must al
every one may receive the things done in his body, ac
(2 Corinthians 5:10). In Revelation 22:12 the Lor
is with me, to give every man according as hi
imminent return. In Revelation 16:15
keepeth his garments, lest he wa
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Acts 1:1-11 —Resources for Finishing Our Lord’s Unfinished Work
The Motive

“9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud receiv
their sight. 10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two
white apparel; 11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heav:
which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have s

The task of finishing the work that Jesus began, the duty of evangelizi
the Lord in His mercy from the start has provided all the spiritu
is up to each believer to appropriate those resources and
who sent [Jesus Christ], as long as it is day, night is c
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Study Assignment

Always pray first before asking to open your minds to God’s reveal for you
Have a relationship with the Author of everything — Jesus Christ
Set aside your personal presuppositions

Take good notes

Start and Continue to update your personal private journal
Read the book of Acts each week

Read Chapter 1:12-26 and understand its details
Update your personal assessment of your i

YVVVYVYVVYVYVY



	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41

