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Numbers Covered to Date

» The Camp of Israel Chapters 1-2
» The Tabernacle Chapters 3-4
» Preparation of the Camp Chapters 5-9
» Sinai TO Kadesh Barnea Chapters 10-14
» Journey to the Plains of Moab Chapters 15-20
» Engaging the Canaanites Chapters 21-25

* The Brazen Serpent, Sihon, king of the Amorite;
and Og, the king of the Giants

¢ Balak, the king of Moab and Balaam the

¢ The Idolatry of Israel
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

Num 21:1 And when king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south, heard tell that Isra
the spies; then he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners.

Num 21:2 And Israel vowed a vow unto the LORD, and said, If thou wilt inde
then | will utterly destroy their cities.

Arad was a Canaanite city (about 20 miles east-northeast of
had destroyed some of the Israelites about 38 years earli
Lord answered, and Israel destroyed many Canaani
region Hormah, “destruction.” (Probably the
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

Num 21:3 And the LORD hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites;
destroyed them and their cities: and he called the name of the place Hormah.

Num 21:4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, t
soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way.

On this occasion, Israel relied on God. They did not rely on
“devote them to destruction” was also in line with God"
Unable to cross Edomite territory, Israel had to go
this in the middle of the 40t year). Rememb
you lose!
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

Num 21:5 And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brou
to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul |

Num 21:6 And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit
died.

Impatience gave way to open rebellion once more (I hope y
complained, murmured, etc. bad things happen.) and
voiced. The fiery snakes may have been a kind of
USA in states of marsh lands and sandy area
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

Num 21:7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spok
and against thee; pray unto the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us. And Mo

Num 21:8 And the LORD said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set i
pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.

Num 21:9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it up
bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, h

How strange! Moses should make another s
Were there not enough of them in the
Testament. (Later, Hezekiah had t
18:4).
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

WHY?
1Co 10:11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are wri
upon whom the ends of the world are come.

TYPES
To the Hebrew mind, prophecy is patterns:

» The Order of the Camp  Numbers 2

» Manna Numbers 11
» Aaron’s Rod Numbers 17
» Water from the Rock
» Brazen Serpent
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

Joh 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man

Joh 3:15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
For God So Loved the World

Joh 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begott
not perish, but have everlasting life.

Joh 3:17 For God sent not his Son into the world t
saved.

Joh 3:18 He that believeth on hi
hath not believed in the nam

Joh 3:19 And this i
light, becaus
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

It was not until Nicodemus comes to Jesus one night and then this strange enigma is explai
Messianic prophecy!

Means of Salvation
Man is not lost because he rejects the Gospel; he is lost to begin with
sin is death” (Romans 6:23). Sufficient: one serpent for the entir

» The universal seed

» By God’s grace

» Available by faith

» One remedy for all (John 14:6; Act
» Free

» Sufficient
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

Num 21:10 And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in Oboth.

Num 21:11 And they journeyed from Oboth, and pitched at ljeabarim, in the wilde
toward the sunrising.

Num 21:12 From thence they removed, and pitched in the valley o

The route Israel took is difficult to reconstruct since ma
next place mentioned is lje Abarim, in the desert o
they traveled on to the Zared Valley which th

(There is a more complete itinerary i
(Numbers 33:41-43). The rou
copper mines in that regi
Oboth most likely
turned north
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

Num 21:13 From thence they removed, and pitched on the other side of Arnon, which is in t
cometh out of the coasts of the Amorites: for Arnon is the border of Moab, between M

Num 21:14 Wherefore it is said in the book of the wars of the LORD, What h
of Arnon,

The Israelites’ successful journey through Moab to that poin
text, the Book of the Wars of the Lord. (The first line of
place name. Perhaps the quantrain is saying that
along with the river and wadi systems (ravin
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

Num 21:15 And at the stream of the brooks that goeth down to the dwelling of Ar, and liet
Moab.

Num 21:16 And from thence they went to Beer: that is the well whereof the
people together, and I will give them water.

Num 21:17 Then Israel sang this song, Spring up, O well; si

Num 21:18 The princes digged the well, the nobl
their staves. And from the wilderness they w

Num 21:19 And from Mattanah

Num 21:20 And from
toward Jeshimon.
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

III

Leaving the eastern Armon Valley the people moved on to Beer (“well”). Moving still nort
desert, they came to Mattanah (or Khirbet el-Modeiyinah), Nahaliel, and Bamoth (8 mi
finally arrived at the foothills of Pisgah, Pisgah was a few miles due east of the n
almost to the Plains of Moab across from Jericho. At last, Israel seemed to
conguest of the Promised Land.
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

Num 21:21 And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, saying,

Num 21:22 Let me pass through thy land: we will not turn into the fields, or into
the waters of the well: but we will go along by the king's high way, until we

Shortly before Israel’s approach Sihon, king of the Amorites, had
Arnon. Israel begged leave to pass peaceably through the A
all his people” and came to Jahaz (between Dibon and
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

Num 21:23 And Sihon would not suffer Israel to pass through his border: but Sihon gathere
together, and went out against Israel into the wilderness: and he came to Jahaz, and f

Num 21:24 And Israel smote him with the edge of the sword, and possesse
even unto the children of Ammon: for the border of the children of Am

The Ammonites lay to the east of the Jabbok, toward the d
border was fortified, and they were related to Israel t
took all the Amorite cities including Sihon’s capit
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

Num 21:25 And Israel took all these cities: and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites, i
the villages thereof.

Num 21:26 For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, wh
Moab, and taken all his land out of his hand, even unto Arnon.

Num 21:27 Wherefore they that speak in proverbs say, Co
prepared:

The unprovoked violence bring its own puni
all the Amorite territory, from the Arn
fought in the Amorite army again
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

Num 21:28 For there is a fire gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the city of Sihon: it hath co
and the lords of the high places of Arnon.

Num 21:29 Woe to thee, Moab! thou art undone, O people of Chemosh: he
his daughters, into captivity unto Sihon king of the Amorites.

Moses had used an Amorite poem ironically to describe Isra
conquest had been immortalized in poetry (Numbers 2
Moab by Sihon who evidently had rebuilt Heshbo
the Moabites, the people of Chemosh (the pri
had been destroyed by Sihon, from Hes
as Nophah (site unknown( and M
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

Num 21:30 We have shot at them; Heshbon is perished even unto Dibon, and we have laid
Nophah, which reacheth unto Medeba.

Num 21:31 Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites.

Num 21:32 And Moses sent to spy out Jaazer, and they took the vi
were there.

Num 21:33 And they turned and went up by the
them, he, and all his people, to the battle at

Num 21:34 And the LORD said u
and his land; and thou shalt
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

The country from Jabbok to Hermon (Bashan or Gilead) was at this time ruled by Og, the |
(giants). He also tried to prevent the progress of the Israelites, but was routed, and a
into the hand of the Israelites (Numbers 21:33-25; Deuteronomy 3:1-14; Psalm
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

Num 21:35 So they smote him, and his sons, and all his people, until there was none left hi
possessed his land.

Deu 3:1 Then we turned, and went up the way to Bashan: and Og the king o
all his people, to battle at Edrei.

Deu 3:2 And the LORD said unto me, Fear him not: for | will
hand; and thou shalt do unto him as thou didst unto Si

Deu 3:3 So the LORD our God delivered into
smote him until none was left to him re

Deu 3:4 And we took all his ci
cities, all the region of
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

Deu 3:5 All these cities were fenced with high walls, gates, and bars; beside unwalled town

Deu 3:6 And we utterly destroyed them, as we did unto Sihon king of Heshbon, u
women, and children, of every city.

Deu 3:7 But all the cattle, and the spoil of the cities, we took for

Deu 3:8 And we took at that time out of the hand of t
Jordan, from the river of Arnon unto mount Herm

Deu 3:9 (Which Hermon the Sidonians

Deu 3:10 All the cities of th
Og in Bashan.
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

Deu 3:11 For only Og king of Bashan remained of the remnant of giants; behold, his bedste
iron; is it not in Rabbath of the children of Ammon? nine cubits was the length thereof,
of it, after the cubit of a man.

Deu 3:12 And this land, which we possessed at that time, from Aroer,
Gilead, and the cities thereof, gave | unto the Reubenites and to t

Deu 3:13 And the rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, bein
all the region of Argob, with all Bashan, which w

You will not understand this unless yo
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

Gen 6:1 And it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face of the earth, and da
them,

Gen 6:2 That the sons of God saw the daughters of men that they were fair;
they chose.

Gen 6:3 And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always striv
be an hundred and twenty years.

Gen 6:4 There were giants in the earth in t
daughters of men, and they bare child
renown.
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

Daughter of Adam, not just Cain. (Adam had daughters (Genesis 5:4); that is where Cain go
“took .... Of all they chose”; does not sound like the girls had much choice in the
Hebrew: ,D'n?Xn~"12romanized: Bané ha’Elohim, literally: "sons of t
In Hebrew (both Biblical and Modern) the term for ‘human

‘the children of Adam’ — since the strong biblical foun
world as direct descendants of Adam. — “Daught
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

Daughter of Adam, not just Cain. (Adam had daughters (Genesis 5:4); that is where Cain go
“took .... Of all they chose”; does not sound like the girls had much choice in the
Hebrew: ,n'n%Xn""12romanized: Bané ha’Elohim, literally: "sons of t
In Hebrew (both Biblical and Modern) the term for ‘human

means ‘the children of Adam’ — since the strong biblic
the world as direct descendants of Adam. — “Da
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

THE NEPHILIM (Before the Flood and the reason of the flood)

NEPHILIM (Heb. ,(D'7'91a race of giants said to have dwelt in pre-Israelite Canaa
relates that the "sons of gods," i.e., divine or angelic beings, took mortal wiv
and later too, that the Nephilim appeared [lit., were] on earth—when t
daughters of men, who bore them offspring. They were the hero
This could mean that the Nephilim were contemporaneous,
and earthly women, who were called gibborim (so, e.g.
translation, however, follows an ancient tradition i
union of *angels and mortals .
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

THE NEPHILIM (Before the Flood and the reason of the flood)

Gibborim (Hebrew: ,0")aasingular 1aagibbor) is a Hebrew word that can be glos
intensive for gabar (' N12amighty'). In the Hebrew Bible, it is used to describe
great stature. There is some confusion about Gibborim as a class of bei
6:4, which describes the Nephilim as mighty (gibborim).

The word gibborim' is used in the Tanakh over 150 tim
hunters (Genesis 10:9), soldiers (Jeremiah 51:30)
Mighty Warriors, a group of 37 men who fo
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

THE NEPHILIM (Before the Flood and the reason of the flood)

Septuagint (Greek) LXX:
In Greek and Roman mythology, the Giants, also called Gigantes (Greek: 't
were a race of great strength and aggression, though not necessarily

Gigantes — “giants”
Gigas — “Earth-born” In our study in Revelation this wi

Geneges is the same word used in Greek m
Greek gods with human beings. Gene
from the same root.
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

THE NEPHILIM (Before the Flood and the reason of the flood)
New Testament Confirmations

“In the mouth of 2 or 3 witnesses .....”

» Jude 6:7

» 1 Peter 3:19-20

> 2 Peter 2:4-5

» Even the unique use of “Tartarus.” Tarta
originally used for the deepest regi
gods locked up their enemies
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

THE NEPHILIM (Before the Flood and the reason of the flood)

III

“Angel” View from Church Fathers
Philo of Alexandria

Justin Martyr

Irenaeus

Athenagoras

Tertullian

Lactantius

Amrose
Julian

VVVVVYYVYY
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

THE NEPHILIM (Before the Flood and the reason of the flood)

Modern Scholarship
G.H. Pember

M.R. DeHaan

C. H. Mclntosh

R. Delitzsch

A. C. Gaebelein

A. W. Pink

Donald Barnhouse
Henry Morris

Merril F. Unger
Arnold Fruchtenbaum
Hal Lindsey
Chuck Smith

VVVYVYVYVYVYVYVVYVYY
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

THE REPHAIM (Post flood Nephilim)

» “...also after that ....” Genesis 4:6

» Rephaim, Emim, Horim, Zamsummim Genesis 14 & 1
» Arba, Anak & his 7 sons (Anakim) Encounter in Canaan Numbers
» 0Og, king of Bashan

» Goliath and his 4 brothers

THE OFFSPRIN
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

THE STRATEGEMS OF satan (Once God announces His next people satan get to attack)

» Corruption of Adam’s line Genesis 6

» Abraham’s seed Genesis 12 and 20
» Famine Genesis 50

» Destruction of male line Exodus 1

» Pharoah's pursuit Exodus 14

» The populating of Canaan Genesis 12:6

» Against David’s line (Christ)
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES — Chapter 21

ATTACKS OF DAVID’S LINE

» Jehoram kills his brother 2 Chronicles 21
» Arabians slew all (but Ahazariah)

» Athaliah kills all (but Joash) 2 Chronicles 22
» Hezekiah assaulted, etc. Isaiah 36 and 38

» Haman’s attempts Esther 3
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

NEW TESTAMENT STRATEGEMS

» Joseph’s fears Matthew 1

» Herod’s attempts Matthew 2

» At Nazareth Luke 4

» 2 storms on Sea Mark 4 ; Luke 8
» The Cross

» The Summary Revelation 12
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ENGAGING THE CANAANITES - Chapter 21

“THE BULLS OF BASHAN?”

Psa 27:12 Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses
as breathe out cruelty.

A CURRENT DAY ENIGMA

» What does the Galan Heights, Hebron, and the Ga
» They were the areas that Joshua failed to co
+* Deuteronomy 20:16-18
¢ Joshua 15:14
s Etal.
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THE PROPHET BALAAM — Chapter 22 - 24

The events that took place on the plains of Moab probably covered the last five months o
October to mid-March) and take in the rest of Numbers and the whole of Deuterono
mentions the Balaam episode (Deuteronomy 4:3; 23:4-5)
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THE PROPHET BALAAM — Chapter 22 - 24
CHAPTER 22

Num 22:1 And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in the plains of Moab on
Num 22:2 And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the A

Num 22:3 And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because they
of the children of Israel.

Balak: (vain, empty). Not hereditary king but impo
Midianites in some way. He had seen the co
overcome too. He realized that physical
by hiring Balaam to curse Israel. H
consulted the Lord) refused

WIAT A MINUTE —
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THE PROPHET BALAAM — Chapter 22 - 24
CHAPTER 22

Num 22:4 And Moab said unto the elders of Midian, Now shall this company lick up al
the ox licketh up the grass of the field. And Balak the son of Zippor was king of th

The fears of Balak were actually in vain, for the Moabites, as kinsmen
Ammonites, were exempted from the attacks of Israel. In fact, th
Israel must assiduously avoid any harmful contact with the
(Deuteronomy 2:9-19). Even the Midianites were dista
they had nothing to fear.
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THE PROPHET BALAAM — Chapter 22 - 24
CHAPTER 22

Num 22:5 He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, whic
the children of his people, to call him, saying, Behold, there is a people come out
the face of the earth, and they abide over against me:

Balak’s employment of Balaam, the seer in Mesopotamia, would i
considering the times. Moab’s descent from Lot, originally
the deserts, led to an advanced civilization of Moab, a
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THE PROPHET BALAAM — Chapter 22 - 24
CHAPTER 22

BALAAM THE PROPHET

Balaam, son of Beor, was from Pethor, a city on the Euphrates. Pethor wa
discovered in 1933 in the Euphrates Vally. The discovery of a vast nu
in 1933, revealed the existence of a complex cult of prophets a
those of Balaam.



God Js Gavernment
Jsaiah 33:22
“For the LORD is oun judge, the
LORD is cur bawgiver, the LORD
is cur king; fe will save us.”

THE PROPHET BALAAM — Chapter 22 - 24
CHAPTER 22

Num 22:6 Come now therefore, | pray thee, curse me this people; for they are too mig
shall prevail, that we may smite them, and that | may drive them out of the land:
blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed.

Num 22:7 And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian depar
and they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him the words

Num 22:8 And he said unto them, Lodge here thi
unto me: and the princes of Moab abode wi

In gracious condescension and in
and warned him not to hee
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THE PROPHET BALAAM — Chapter 22 - 24
CHAPTER 22

GENTILE APPEARANCES

The Appearance of the God of Israel to unbelieving prophets and kings wa

» To Abimelech king of Gerar in Abraham’s time
» To Pharoah in dreams

» To Nebuchadnezzar in a dream and visions
» To the Witch at Endor (Book and Movie “
» To the Magi and others
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THE PROPHET BALAAM — Chapter 22 - 24
CHAPTER 22

Num 22:9 And God came unto Balaam, and said, What men are these with thee?
Num 22:10 And Balaam said unto God, Balak the son of Zippor, king of Mo

Num 22:11 Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt, which ¢
them; peradventure | shall be able to overcome them, and dri

Num 22:12 And God said unto Balaam, Thou sha
blessed.

Num 22:13 And Balaam rose up i
LORD refuseth to give me le

Num 22:14 Andt
us.
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THE PROPHET BALAAM — Chapter 22 - 24
CHAPTER 22

Num 22:15 And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more honourable than they.

Num 22:16 And they came to Balaam, and said to him, Thus saith Balak th
hinder thee from coming unto me:

Num 22:17 For | will promote thee unto very great honour,
therefore, | pray thee, curse me this people.

Num 22:18 And Balaam answered and said
silver and gold, | cannot go beyond the

Num 22:19 Now therefore,
me more.
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Num 22:20 And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, If the men come t
with them; but yet the word which | shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do.

Num 22:21 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, a
Balaam's Donkey and the Angel

Num 22:22 And God's anger was kindled because he w
adversary against him. Now he was riding upon hi

Num 22:23 And the ass saw the angel
ass turned aside out of the way, a

God’s resistance was ho
wickedness,” 2 Pe
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CHAPTER 22

THE ANGEL OF THE LORD

He has been equated with Deity and was offered and accepted worship, so
ordinary angels: (Genesis 16:7; 18:1-2; 22:14-18; Exodus 3:1-6; Joshu
The Angel of the Lord was a manifestation of the presence of th
number) that is a “theophany.”
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CHAPTER 22

Num 22:24 But the angel of the LORD stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being o
that side.

Num 22:25 And when the ass saw the angel of the LORD, she thrust h
foot against the wall: and he smote her again.

Num 22:26 And the angel of the LORD went further, a
to the right hand or to the left.

Num 22:27 And when the ass saw the
kindled, and he smote the ass wit

Num 22:28 And the LO
that thou hast smi
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CHAPTER 22

Num 22:29 And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked me: | would the
hand, for now would | kill thee.

Balaam seem:s little surprised at this turn of events. Undoubtedly as a
things before. Much of the success of such practitioners of the o
prophets themselves or of the victims with whom they dea
was the incarnation of satan (Genesis 1:3). Jesus cast
a herd of swine (Luke 8:26-39).
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CHAPTER 22

Num 22:30 And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not | thine ass, upon which thou hast rid
unto this day? was | ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay.

Num 22:31 Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the
and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head, a

Num 22:32 And the angel of the LORD said unto him,
behold, | went out to withstand thee, because thy

Num 22:33 And the ass saw me, and tu
now also | had slain thee, and sav

Num 22:34 And Balaa
way against me: n
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CHAPTER 22

Num 22:35 And the angel of the LORD said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only th
unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak.

Num 22:36 And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, he went ou
in the border of Arnon, which is in the utmost coast.

Num 22:37 And Balak said unto Balaam, Did | not earn
not unto me? am | not able indeed to promote th

Num 22:38 And Balaam said unto Bala
the word that God putteth in my

Num 22:39 And Balaa

Num 22:40
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CHAPTER 22

The two then went to Kiriath Huzoth (location unknown) where the divination (wher
rituals commenced. These frequently involved sacrifices as well as examining t
practice known as hepatoscopy or augury.

Black magic from Africa and Louisiana.
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Num 22:41 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Balak took Balaam, and brought
of Baal, that thence he might see the utmost part of the people.

The following morning, they ascended Bamoth Baal (“the heights of B
the plains of Moab. Its association with Baal suggests that it was
were carried out. Balaam asked Balak to build seven altars t
sacrificed, a bull and a ram for each altar (Numbers 23:
what Balaam did , so presumably the sacrifices w
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CHAPTER 23

Num 23:1 And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me h
rams.

Num 23:2 And Balak did as Balaam had spoken; and Balak and Balaa
ram.

Num 23:3 And Balaam said unto Balak, Stand by thy b
come to meet me: and whatsoever he sheweth m

There is no Biblical instruction for wha
God met with him and Gave him
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Num 23:4 And God met Balaam: and he said unto him, | have prepared seven altars,
every altar a bullock and a ram.

Num 23:5 And the LORD put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said, Ret
Num 23:6 And he returned unto him, and, lo, he stood by hi
After the offerings were made Balaam went off b

seeking to cooperate with the God of Israel
God met with him and gave him a mes
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CHAPTER 23

Num 23:7 And he took up his parable, and said, Balak the king of Moab hath brought
mountains of the east, saying, Come, curse me Jacob, and come, defy Israel.

Num 23:8 How shall | curse, whom God hath not cursed? or how shall
Each of the four oracles concerning Israel takes up one of th
it. The first oracle (Numbers 23:7-10), stressing that Go

the dust of the earth. Who can count the dust of

The "fourth part of Israel" refers to tha
could not even count the quarter
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CHAPTER 23

Num 23:9 For from the top of the rocks | see him, and from the hills | behold him: lo, t
and shall not be reckoned among the nations.

Num 23:10 Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fo
the righteous, and let my last end be like his!

Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last
his lofty vantage point and see these blessed one
nations (Deuteronomy 32:8-10). They were li
life or death was a blessing of God (Nu
people.
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Num 23:11 And Balak said unto Balaam, What hast thou done unto me? | took thee t
behold, thou hast blessed them altogether.

Num 23:12 And he answered and said, Must | not take heed to speak
mouth?

Num 23:13 And Balak said unto him, Come, | pray the
see them: thou shalt see but the utmost part of t

Num 23:14 And he brought him into t
bullock and a ram on every altar.

The second oracle (Nu
seven more rams
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CHAPTER 23
PISGAH OR NEBO?

The correct designation for the mount is not “Nebo” (which has become us
mountain adjoining Nebo.”

>

>

A ridge of the Abarim mountains west from Heshbon: T
to be distinguished only by the names of the adjac
From Pisgah, Israel gained their first view of t
of promise.
Nebo was a town on, or near, that ri
32:49; 34:1).

In Scripture Nebo denot
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Num 23:15 And he said unto Balak, Stand here by thy burnt offering, while | meet the
Num 23:16 And the LORD met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, and sai

Num 23:17 And when he came to him, behold, he stood by his bu
And Balak said unto him, What hath the LORD spoken?

Num 23:18 And he took up his parable, and said,

Num 23:19 God is not a man, that he s
shall he not do it? or hath he spok

Num 23:20 Behold, | h
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CHAPTER 23

Num 23:21 He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in
with him, and the shout of a king is among them.

Num 23:22 God brought them out of Egypt; he hath as it were the str

Balaam then said that because of the Exodus out of Egypt (
misfortune or misery, Numbers 23:21a), the Lord ‘s pr
(Numbers 23:22b). The shout of the King must b
Warrior who leads His hosts to victory (Josh
sorcery and divination harmless.
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CHAPTER 23

UNICORN

Probably the wild bison, buffalo, ox, or urus (now only found in Lithuania, but then sp
Bashan, etc., and in the Hercyman forest, described by Ceasar as almost the size
beast) stands in contrast to the tame oz used in plowing. In Deuteronomy
unicorn”, “the ten thousands of Ephraim and the thousands of Manas

horns from one head. Therefore, the unicorn was not as is repre

o
x

Great strength

Two horns

Fierceness

Untameable
Playfulness of its young
Association with “
Lifting up the

YVVVVVYVYY
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Num 23:23 Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divinati:
to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!

In 1843 the U.S. Congress appropriated $30,000 for Samuel B. Morse
between Washington D.C. and Baltimore MD. On May 24, 1844,
message: “What hath God wrought!” This was the implem
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CHAPTER 23

Num 23:24 Behold, the people shall rise up as a great lion, and lift up himself as a yo
down until he eat of the prey, and drink the blood of the slain.

Num 23:25 And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse them at all, n

Num 23:26 But Balaam answered and said unto Balak, Tol
must do?

Rather than being overcome, Israel like a li
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Num 23:27 And Balak said unto Balaam, Come, | pray thee, | will bring thee unto anot
will please God that thou mayest curse me them from thence.

Num 23:28 And Balak brought Balaam unto the top of Peor, that looke

Num 23:29 And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seve
seven rams.

Num 23:30 And Balak did as Balaam had sai

The third oracle of four (Numbers
Israel. Superstitiously Balak f
cursing to take place. T
divination. They arri
3:29;4:26), cl
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CHAPTER 24

Num 24:1 And when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD to bless Israel, he went not
for enchantments, but he set his face toward the wilderness.

Num 24:2 And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw Israel abiding in
spirit of God came upon him.

Num 24:3 And he took up his parable, and said, Balaa
open hath said:

Balaam, having understood by now th
forsook his usual techniques and
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CHAPTER 24

Num 24:4 He hath said, which heard the words of God, which saw the vision of the Al
but having his eyes open:

Num 24:5 How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Is

Num 24:6 As the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens b
LORD hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the wate

Then, invested with the Spirit of God he utt
Balaam was a true prophet than the comi
20:22) made them prophets of th
empower them supernatura
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CHAPTER 24

Num 24:7 He shall pour the water out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in many wa
higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted.

Num 24:8 God brought him forth out of Egypt; he hath as it were the s
nations his enemies, and shall break their bones, and pierce them

Agag, this Amalekite king first appears in the story of S
Samuel 15:8). However, Agag was a title, such as P
be seen in Abimelech (Genesis 20:1-2; 26:!)
have a king is in line with earlier revelati
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Num 24:9 He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a great lion: who shall stir him up?
thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee.

May those who bless you be blessed and those who curse you be curse

By this statement knowingly or unknowingly repeated God’s
Israels special redemptive role (Genesis 12:3).

The third oracle, a vision from the Almighty,
will inherit the land promised. The predi
here (1 Samuel 15:8). Finally, the
would possess their enemies
by the last words of v. 9
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Num 24:10 And Balak's anger was kindled against Balaam, and he smote his hands to
Balaam, | called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast altogether bl

Num 24:11 Therefore now flee thou to thy place: | thought to promote
hath kept thee back from honour.

Num 24:12 And Balaam said unto Balak, Spake | not al.

Num 24:13 If Balak would give me his hous
LORD, to do either good or bad of mine

Num 24:14 And now, behol
do to thy people in the
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CHAPTER 24

Num 24:15 And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of Beor hath said, a
open hath said:

Num 24:16 He hath said, which heard the words of God, and knew th
the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his ey

The fourth oracle regarding Israel (Numbers 24:15-19
God “the powerful One”, the Most High (elyon, “
one” or “the Almighty One”)
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Num 24:17 | shall see him, but not now: | shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall ¢
a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destro

The truth Balaam saw concerned primarily a star and a scepter that w
poetically the star is parallel to the scepter, the star must also ref
confirmed in prophetic texts from Mari which describe vari
“star of Bethlehem” may be only a contrivance by so
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CHAPTER 24

Num 24:18 And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a possession for his enemi
valiantly.

Num 24:19 Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion, and sh

Edom also was threatened with conquest by Israel, Seir was another
(Genesis 32:3); Deuteronomy 2:4). Balaam said a ruler would co
probably Sela, Edom’s capital, known later as Petra. Fulfill
to pass in some respects (1 Kings 11:15-18) but they sti
of the King of Israel, Jesus Christ (Isaiah 15 and 1

The fourth oracle was the most remar
(Genesis 14:18-20). Melchizedek i

defeat Israel’s enemies (Nu
However, the promis

49:10). Thus, Bal
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CHAPTER 24

THE ORACLES OF BALAAM

» 15t Oracle — Confirmed Israel will be like the dust of the earth

» 2" QOracle — Confirmed that God is among His people

» 3" Oracle — Confirmed Israel will inherit the land

» 4t QOracle — Confirmed that Israel would have a king whi
Would possess Moab and Edom

Num
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CHAPTER 24

Num 24:20 And when he looked on Amalek, he took up his parable, and said, Amalek
but his latter end shall be that he perish for ever.

Balaam had previously mentioned Agag (v. 7), the Amalekite king. The
after the Exodus (Exodus 17:8-16) and so were placed under the j
were first among the nations in the sense that their ancestr
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CHAPTER 24

Num 24:21 And he looked on the Kenites, and took up his parable, and said, Strong is
puttest thy nest in a rock.

Num 24:22 Nevertheless the Kenite shall be wasted, until Asshur shall
The reference to Asshur (Assyria) is a prediction of the con

V. Mention of the Assyrians as early as Balaam: by the
Assyria was on the way to becoming a mighty int
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CHAPTER 24

Num 24:23 And he took up his parable, and said, Alas, who shall live when God doeth

Num 24:24 And ships shall come from the coast of Chittim, and shall afflict
also shall perish for ever.

Num 24:25 And Balaam rose up, and went and returned to
Chittim — the countries lying on the Mediterrane
were themselves to be overthrown — first, b

by the Romans.

Eber — the posterity of the
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ERRORS OF BALAAM

» Way of Balaam — 2 Peter 2:15 (a hireling — making religion his source of

» Error of Balaam — Jude 11 (Balaam was hired by the enemies of th
to by God Numbers 22:12)

» Doctrine of Balaam — Revelation 2:14 (spiritual unchasti
afterward, but perished with the enemies of God
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Num 25:1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom wit

Num 25:2 And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and t
their gods.

Num 25:3 And Israel joined himself unto Baalpeor: and the

When Israel was in Shittim (a verdant meadow, so
of the Jordan) where they camped before cr
immorality with Moabite women. This
1 Kings 14:22-24). Balaam took pa

Num 31:16 Behold, the
the LORD in the m
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Num 25:4 And the LORD said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang
against the sun, that the fierce anger of the LORD may be turned away from Isra

Num 25:5 And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one

So serious was this breach of covenant, especially when Isr
the Lord commanded Moses to take serious action —
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Num 25:6 And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his brethr.
the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israe
door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

Num 25:7 And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aar
congregation, and took a javelin in his hand; .

While Moses was delivering this verdict, an Israeli
cult prostitute (Cozbi, v. 15) right into the ca
and open sin that he took a spear and
with it.
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Num 25:8 And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them
and the woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children o

Num 25:9 And those that died in the plague were twenty and four th
This stopped the plague, evidently implied in the statemen

people died. [1 Corinthians 10:8 says 23,000 people di
execution the Judges (v. 5)].
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Num 25:10 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

Num 25:11 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath t
children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that |
jealousy.

Num 25:12 Wherefore say, Behold, | give unto him my

Num 25:13 And he shall have it, and his see
he was zealous for his God, and made

This is defined as a lasting pri
specifically at that time
channeled throu
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Num 25:14 Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, even that was slain with the
Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house among the Simeonites.

Num 25:15 And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain wa
over a people, and of a chief house in Midian.

The names of the Israelite and Midianite culprits, Zumri
public and investigated. This may explain the gre
census (59,300, Numbers 1:23) and the one
been involved in the immorality and id
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Num 25:16 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Num 25:17 Vex the Midianites, and smite them:

Num 25:18 For they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they ha
matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of Midian, their si

sake.

Also, the identity of the woman may have
decimating the Midianite population
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NEXT SESSION

Read Numbers 26-31: What is learned from the 2" census? What is the si
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